
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT to JUNE 30th 2020 

 

Thank you for electing me to this position in Stockholm 2019; I am thrilled and very committed to be 
representing the International President in the Southern Hemisphere and in the interests of the 5 
Australian and 8 New Zealand Clubs. 

Firstly let me thank my predecessor Mrs Joyce Young, who had set such a valuable example of the 
importance of a Vice President supporting the President and representing her here in the Southern 
Hemisphere for the past 6 years; she gave her very best on each and every occasion and was 
sometimes not appreciated for her Leadership; I have large shoes to fill. 

It has been an interesting and varied year with many enjoyable visits to Clubs both in New Zealand 
and Australia until March 2020 when everything came to an abrupt halt with the seriousness of Covid 
19 impacting on the world.  Unfortunately, this has also led to the cancellation of the Cultural Days 
and the BCI meeting in Lisbon in May. The BCI has been postponed until Zurich in late October. 

My first responsibility on my return from Stockholm was Speaking at Te Kuiti Club’s 75th Birthday 
Luncheon, giving the Members an overview of the Stockholm Congress, reporting on the BCI meetings 
and the structure and function of the IALC and the Secretariat. I also gave each NZ Club a copy of 
my Reports from Stockholm, something I felt was the basis of good communication. 

At the invitation of the Brisbane Lyceum Club I attended their Centenary Luncheon in August and 
presented 25-year badges to 4 of the 5 ladies who had achieved this honour and were able to attend. 

2 further trips were made to Brisbane to participate in events continuing the Celebration of their 
Centenary including a Gala Dinner at the Customs House. 

 

L to R: 2019 Brisbane President Dr 
Deborah Prior, Di Fingleton, Clare 
Hornibrook, International Southern 
Hemisphere Vice President Dr 
Marilyn Mackinder, Barbara Harvey, 
Stephanie Smith,  absent Lorna 
Webber 

Special thanks to Marion Jones 
(webmanager) for her generous 
support and continued 
encouragement. 

 

 

 

Opportunities have arisen for me to also speak at Otorohanga, Tauranga, Whakatane, Te Awamutu 
and Waikato Clubs here in New Zealand, spreading the message of Lyceum and encouraging Member 
participation in the upcoming National and International meetings where possible. 



 

A lot of work has gone into reviewing the Statutes again; primarily by Monique Gaechter and Janet 
Blumli, but reviewed also by the NZ Secretariat.  In our opinion Version 13 is clearer and more 
concise without losing meaning. It will be complemented by The Guidelines, also revised, and I look 
forward to a positive outcome with this version in our discussions either in Zurich or Lisbon 2021. 

In November I had the privilege of opening the NZ Lyceum Choir Festival in Te Kuiti at St Luke’s 
Church, a wonderful setting and a lovely day with amazing Choirs and valuable instruction from a 
Speech Therapist, a Voice Coach and a Choir Mistress. 3 Clubs had Choirs participating with other 
Clubs sending observers. It is a format expected to be replicated in the future. 

Also in November the Te Kuiti Club was fortunate to have Mr Ian Taylor 
(R), 2019 New Zealand Innovator of the Year, speak about his Company’s 
work with Computer Graphics for the America’s Cup Yachting, the Decision 
Review System in Cricket and how these were invented, also the ball 
tracking for the US PGA and all Major Golf Tournaments on TV. 

I was Guest Speaker at the Sydney Club Christmas Function and was hosted 
generously by Judith White; a very enjoyable occasion despite bushfires 
surrounding the city, but easterly winds took the smoke inland. Once again 
an opportunity to emphasise the importance of maintaining International 
connections. 

In January I was in Adelaide as Guest Speaker at their Opening Luncheon and the next day, at the 
invitation of the Incoming President, attended the handover of the Australian Secretariat from 
Sydney to Adelaide, (6 hours of meetings in air conditioned surroundings whilst outside was 42.7 C 
and like a blast furnace when we ventured out.) At the Opening I was able to meet all Members who 
were in attendance and I feel this socialisation with Club Members is invaluable. 

The new Australian Secretariat is Mrs Angela Gordon, President; Mrs Di Campbell OAM, Secretary 
and Ms Julie Brownell, Treasurer. Thanks to Julie for her gracious hospitality. I have a good working 
relationship with this team of exceptional women. 

I look forward to visits to both Melbourne Lyceum Club, which has had significant changes of 
Management in late 2019, and the Karrakatta Club in Perth, which also has had big changes with the 
sale of their Heritage Listed Building, when Covid 19 has released its grip on the World. 

All these trips have been undertaken at my own expense. 

The New Zealand Secretariat is Dr Marilyn Mackinder, President; Ms Philippa Hales, Vice President; 
Mrs Margo Watson, Secretary and Mrs Meryl Lile, Treasurer. 

I am really enjoying this role serving the President and the Members of Lyceum International. 

Sincere thanks must go to Muriel Hannart and the Northern Hemisphere Team who have steered us 
through the uncertain times of Covid and are planning for the future whilst keeping those of us in 
isolated areas involved and informed. 

I look forward to the challenges ahead and overcoming the complications of distance whilst we try to 
hold BCI meetings via Video Conferencing. 

Dr Marilyn Mackinder Southern Hemisphere Vice President 


