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GUIDELINES FOR THE FORMATION AND ADMISSION 
OF NEW CLUBS TO THE I.A.L.C. 

 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The mission of the International Association of Lyceum Clubs (IALC) is to develop 
and enhance the spirit of international friendship and understanding between Lyceum 
Clubs around the world.  
 
Members of Lyceum Clubs are women interested in the arts, sciences and social 
concerns and in the pursuit of lifelong learning.  Through their personal commitment 
they promote understanding and friendship. 
 
The IALC seeks to achieve these goals by promoting the formation of Lyceum Clubs 
worldwide, particularly in countries where there is no current Lyceum presence, and 
by nurturing an environment of openness, discussion and exchange between all 
Clubs.  In this way, it endeavours to contribute to the intellectual, artistic and social 
enrichment of individual Lyceum Clubs and their members, as well as promote the 
IALC as a whole. 
 
The IALC seeks to expand the network of Lyceum Clubs worldwide in two ways:  
 

• actively seeking to establish the first Lyceum Club in a  country; and 
• once more than one Club has been established, actively assisting with the 

formation of a national federation (or association) to manage future 
expansion in the country. 

 
Although this document entitled Guidelines for the Formation and Admission of New 
Clubs to the IALC relates principally to the establishment of the first Lyceum Club 
in a country -- for which the IALC is solely responsible – it is also intended to 
provide a framework which may be of interest to national federations wishing to 
expand their network of Clubs through an orderly process.  
 
 
2. FIRST CLUB IN A COUNTRY 
 
2.1  Role of IALC 
 
The IALC is responsible for overseeing the establishment of the first Lyceum Club in 
a country. It provides the advice and encouragement necessary for the new Club to 
be a viable proposition, both in terms of numbers of members and financial stability. 
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The IALC must also ensure that the new Club understands and will adhere to the 
philosophy and spirit of Lyceum. This commitment to the Lyceum ideals will be 
reflected in the new Club’s Statutes and in its program of activities for members. 
 
 
2.2  Formation of a ‘First Club’ – Initial Steps 
 
The first Lyceum Club in a country can be: 
 

• an entirely new entity, created expressly to be the first Lyceum Club; or 
• an existing women’s club of long-standing (in that country) whose aims are 

compatible with those of Lyceum Clubs and which is prepared to join the IALC 
and to modify its statutes accordingly, thereby becoming a Lyceum Club. 

 
 
2.2.1 New Entity 
 
Where the first Club is to be an entirely new entity, the IALC will begin by seeking to 
identify – through networking, or more direct means -- a number of local women of 
talent, energy and creativity who may be interested in forming a Lyceum Club.  
 
These women could include prominent individuals who have made or are making a 
significant contribution to the life of their community or country, or private 
individuals whose circle of friends and influence is broad. 
 
Wherever possible, the IALC will seek women who have had some exposure to the 
activities of Lyceum Clubs and/or the Lyceum philosophy in other parts of the world, 
through friends or other contacts.  
 
 
2.2.2 Existing Women’s Club 
 
In some countries, the IALC may know of, or become aware of, an existing local 
women’s club of long-standing whose aims are compatible with those of Lyceum 
Clubs and which may be interested in becoming a Lyceum Club itself. 
 
After conducting detailed research into the club, the IALC may choose to approach 
the club directly to discuss its interest in becoming a Lyceum Club. Alternatively, if 
there are some already-established contacts or links between members of the 
existing club and some Lyceum Club members in other countries, the IALC may 
choose to explore the opportunity with those Lyceum Club members and, where 
appropriate, seek their active assistance in progressing discussion with the existing 
club. 
 
 
2.3 Procedure for Admission to the IALC 
 
The procedure for admission to the IALC of a “first Lyceum Club” is as follows: 
 
2.3.1 New Entity 
 

• Once the IALC has identified a group of women keen to form a first Lyceum 
Club in a country, it will provide detailed information about the Lyceum 
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philosophy, its aims and benefits, and the types of activities undertaken by 
Lyceum Clubs around the world. 

 
• The group of women will then explore the concept of forming a Lyceum Club 

with their friends and, if there is sufficient interest, call an initial meeting to 
establish the basis of its operations. 

 
• The new Club will be called the Lyceum Club of [name of city in which it is 

founded] and it should be appropriately registered in accordance with the 
laws of the country. 

 
• The IALC will provide advice and encouragement to the nascent club as it 

undertakes the process of drafting its statutes, establishing its management 
committee and its financial framework and commencing its regular activities.   
During this important time, the IALC will monitor closely the development of 
the club and its program to assure itself of the Club’s stability, growth in 
membership and commitment to success.  

 
• When the IALC President feels confident that the nascent club has proved 

itself to be an on-going, viable, operating entity, with demonstrable 
membership growth, she will invite it to table its formally constituted statutes 
for IALC approval at the next meeting of the Bureau Central International 
(BCI).   

 
• Once the first Club’s statutes have been approved by the BCI, the Club will be 

deemed an “Associate Club” of the IALC and will enter a probationary period 
of a further 12 months (minimum) before consideration will be given to 
confirming its status as a full member of the IALC. 

 
• During the period as an “Associate” of the IALC, the Club must continue to 

manage its operations successfully and build its membership to at least 20.  
The IALC will monitor its progress and membership numbers over that time. 
The Club will be required to present a written record of its program of 
activities, its finances and membership numbers to the next (and subsequent) 
meetings of the BCI, until such time as the International President believes its 
financial stability and membership numbers are assured and it can be 
considered for admittance as a full member to the IALC.  The IALC will 
provide short ‘forms’ to assist Associate Clubs with their reporting 
requirements.  

 
• During the probationary period, the IALC President and the Presidents of 

other Lyceum Clubs may offer advice and encouragement to the Associate 
Club. Similarly the President of the Associate Club may seek advice from the 
IALC President, who if she deems it appropriate, may consult with other 
Lyceum Club Presidents on the matter.   

 
• Upon confirmation as a full member of the IALC and payment of its annual 

subscription, the Club will have the right to call itself the International Lyceum 
Club of [name of city in which it is established], use the International Lyceum 
logo and enjoy all the benefits of membership of the IALC. This includes the 
right to print on its letterhead that it is a Member of the International 
Association of Lyceum Clubs. 
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• Once full membership has been confirmed, the International President will 
formally invite the Club’s first President to attend the next meeting of the BCI. 
The BCI will consider giving support, if requested, to fund the Club’s first 
President, or her approved substitute, to attend this BCI meeting.  This 
funding will cover 25% of point-to-point economy travel and three nights’ 
accommodation with breakfast at such a meeting (see Guidelines for IALC 
Financial Management, 3.4 New Clubs) 

 
 
2.3.2 Existing Women’s Club 
 

• Once the initial approach has been made, and the existing women’s club has 
indicated interest in the proposition, the BCI will provide the club with a 
formal letter of offer, together with detailed information about the Lyceum 
philosophy, its aims and benefits, and the types of activities undertaken by 
Lyceum Clubs around the world. 

 
• The existing women’s club will then explore the proposition with its members 

and respond formally to the IALC’s offer. 
 

• If a positive response is received, the IALC will provide further advice and 
encouragement to the existing club as it undertakes the process of amending 
its name and statutes to reflect its membership of the IALC.  This may take 
some time to complete and during this period, the BCI will seek to build a 
close relationship with the club to ensure its commitment to the IALC and the 
spirit of Lyceum.  

 
• When the amended statutes have been formally constituted, the IALC 

President will invite the club to table them at the next meeting of the Bureau 
Central International (BCI).   

 
• Once the statutes have been accepted by the BCI, the Club will be deemed a 

full member of the IALC.  
 

• In exceptional circumstances, the BCI may exercise the right to require an 
existing club to undertake a probationary period of 12 months before its 
confirmation as a full member of the IALC. 

 
• Upon confirmation as a full member of the IALC and payment of its annual 

subscription, the Club will have the right to call itself the International Lyceum 
Club of [name of city in which it is established], use the International Lyceum 
logo and enjoy all the benefits of membership of the IALC. This includes the 
right to print on its letterhead that it is a Member of the International 
Association of Lyceum Clubs. 

 
• Once full membership has been confirmed, the International President will 

formally invite the Club’s President to attend the next meeting of the BCI. The 
BCI will give support, if requested, to fund the Club’s President, or her 
approved substitute, to attend this BCI meeting.  This funding will cover 25% 
of point-to-point economy travel and three nights’ accommodation with 
breakfast at such a meeting (see Guidelines for IALC Financial Management, 
3.4 New Clubs) 
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3 . SECOND AND SUBSEQUENT LYCEUM CLUBS IN A COUNTRY; FORMATION 
OF A NATIONAL FEDERATION 

 
3.1 .1 Establishment of Second Lyceum Club in a Country 
 
After the successful establishment of the first Lyceum Club in a country, the second 
Lyceum Club in that country will be formed with the assistance of the first Club and 
the IALC.  It will be founded in another prominent town. 
 
 
3.2 Establishment of National Federation 
 
Once more than one Club has been established in a country, a National Federation 
(or Association) of Lyceum Clubs in that country must be formed.  The IALC will 
facilitate this, assisting with the development of appropriate Statutes for the 
Federation and overseeing the election of the first Federation President. 
 
3.3 Establishment of Third and subsequent Lyceum Clubs 
 
The formation of the third -- and subsequent -- Lyceum Clubs in that country will be 
the responsibility of the National Federation. 
 
 
 
This document was approved by the BCI at its meeting in Stockholm (2003) for 
presentation to the International Council at the Basel Congress (2004). 


