
 

 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LYCEUM CLUBS  

 
Stockholm, Sweden 
May 18 and 19, 2019 

 
 

§1 Introduction of Delegates 

The International President, Mrs von Rosen, welcomed all the members present and reminded 
them that only International Council delegates have the right to speak and vote. 

Australia 
Hilary Cairns, Sydney 
Angela Gordon, Adelaide 
Helen Moylan, Melbourne  
Christine Jennet, Sydney 
Deborah Prior, Brisbane 
Jane Thompson, Karrakatta 
 
Belgium 
Claudie Gorse, Brussels 
 
Finland 
Ulla Harvala, Oulu 
Benita Tallqvist, Helsinki 
 
France 
Béatrice Fix, Caen 
Sophie Johnston, Bordeaux 
Isabelle Bertrand, Orléans 
Catherine Verspieren, Limoges 
 
Germany  
Heidi Esser, Köln 
Erika Partsch, Frankfurt Rhein Main 
Dorothea Schuppert, Berlin 
 
Italy 
Maria Claudia Bianculli, Florence (who held two proxies: Donatella Lippi and Claudia Marin 
Melli) 
 
Netherlands 
Saskia Simonis, Amsterdam 
Janneke Feitsma-Wibbens, Groningen 
Eugenie Olde Riekering, Nijmegen 
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New Zealand  
Marilyn Mackinder, Te Kuiti (who held a proxy for Philippa Hales) 
Loral Piggott, Te Awamutu 
June Welten, Te Awamutu 
 
Sweden 
Caroline von Sivers, Stockholm  
Marie-Louise Lagergréen, Stockholm 
Maria Lindblad, Stockholm 
 
Switzerland  
Janet Blümli, Basel 
Rita Bichsel, Neuchâtel 
Susana Fankhauser, Bern 
Monique Marié, La Chaux-de-Fonds 
Esther Seifert-Iseli, Zürich 
 
United Kingdom 
Margaret Thomson, Edinburgh 
 
This made a total of 32 delegates present, one delegate holding one proxy and a second delegate 
holding two proxies. 
No representatives were present from Austria, Cyprus, Portugal or Greece. 

 
§ 2 Approval of the Agenda 
The Agenda was approved. 
Moved by Hilary Cairns 
Seconded by Janet Blümli 
 
 
§3 Admission into the IALC of the womens’ clubs in Rabat and Rhzev 
Work to establish a club in Rabat and Rhzev has been going on for some years and at last year’s 
BCI meeting in Oulu they were granted admission as provisional members to the IALC until 
formally ratified by International Council. As they have fullfilled all requirements according to the 
Statutes to become a member, Mrs von Rosen proposed to the delegates that the meeting 
formally grant the admission of these two clubs as full members to the IALC. 
This proposal to admit the Lyceum Clubs of Rabat and Rhzev was unanimously adopted. 
 
At the BCI meeting, May Thursday 16, it was proposed that the two new members should have 
the right to vote, as they have paid their membership to the IALC.  
After some discussion there was a vote by show of hands and the result was 29 votes in favour of 
granting the delegates of the new clubs the right to vote, 5 against and 0 abstention. 
 
Mrs von Rosen invited the representatives of the two new clubs to make a short presentation of 
their clubs. 
 
Mrs Chraibi, Rabat, expressed her joy to be part of the International Association of Lyceum 
Clubs. Their club was created thanks to the efforts of Mrs Bernadette Morlans, Mrs Muriel 
Hannart and herself and has 32 members. 
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Mrs Burenina, Rhzev, explained that her members live in Moscow, but the club is registered in 
Rhzev. The club, which has been in existence for eight years, meets once a month. Professionally 
most of the 32 members have a scientific orientataion. 
 
Mrs Hannart reminded the audience that she had met a young Russian lady who has created a 
new club in Moscow a few months ago. If they want to join the IALC they can apply for 
membership at the next BCI meeting in Lisbon. 
 
 
§4 Minutes of the International Council meeting held in Amsterdam May 9 and 10, 2016 
The Minutes from the International Council in Amsterdam were discussed in the BCI meeting. 
Unanimously approved. 
 
 
§5 The International President’s report 
The International President, Mrs von Rosen presented her report 2016 - 2019. 
She pointed out that the last three years have been very successful and that she has had many 
good meetings.  
The report was accepted by those present. 
 
 
§6 The report from the International Treasurer 
Mrs Lena Roedenbeck, International Treasurer, presented her report.  
All the members had received the Financial Reports, which cover the three years 2016-2019 for 
both the IALC and the Carlin Legacy. 
The International Lyceum Award (originally named the Carling Legacy Award) of 1000€ was this 
year given to the young Swedish soprano Annie Ternström. 
The financial accounts were unanimously adopted. 
The report of the external Auditor, Mrs Margareta Kleberg, was read and unanimously adopted. 
 
 
§7 Decision on annual per capita subscription 
The BCI proposed that the subscription remains unchanged, i.e. 3CHF or not more than 2,5€ 
per member and this was unanimously approved by the delegates. 
 
 
§8 Reports from the two International Vice-Presidents on the activities in their respective 
hemisphere 
Both Vice-Presidents spoke in English while the French and German translations were 
simultaneously projected.  
A common thread in the reports was the work carried out since 2013 to revise the Statutes in 
time for the 2019 International Meeting. They both expressed their grateful thanks to Mrs Janet 
Blümli for her tireless work to finalise Version 10 in all three languages and ensure the approval 
from the Swiss lawyer. Moreover they thanked all the Federations who had supported the 
Revision Committee throughout the three year period. 
 
Northern Hemisphere 
Mrs Muriel Hannart reported that during the past three years she has contacted many clubs and  
has succeeded to revive some clubs that had encountered some difficulties. 
 
In Italy Mrs Maria Claudia Bianculli from Florence was elected the new President of the Italian 
Federation in November 2018.  
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Particular attention had to be paid to the club of Brussels where a personal problem had 
caused  some difficulties. However, these were resolved during a General Assembly in March. 
Mrs Hannart took part in the twinning between the clubs of Brussels and Paris. 
 
It is very satisfactory that in Morocco the Rabat club has been established. The members 
particpate in many differerent activities. 
Mrs Hannart was personally greatly involved in the creation of the club in Rhzev and visited the 
members of the club to ensure all the conditions required by the Statutes had been fulfilled. 
 
In France some ladies from Montauban would like to create a new Lyceum club and a group of 
ladies from the eastern part of Brittany are planning to form a new Lyceum club there; the 
French Federation will oversee this. 
 
Thanks to a member of the Lyceum Club in Caen a relationship in Budapest has been initiated. 
 
There are also contacts in Poland and Lebanon.  
 
In Luxembourg, Mrs Hannart is meeting a group of ladies. 
 
 
Southern Hemisphere 
Mrs Joyce Young, whose term of Vice-President ends this year, presented her report on activities 
during 2013-2016. 
 
In New Zealand the Federation President has been ably supported by a Secretary and Treasurer 
from another Club. The Auckland Club will probably not survive as the membership has 
dwindled but all other clubs are very active. Music, especially choir music, and hiking are very 
popular in New Zealand generally and the program of the clubs reflects this. All clubs except one 
own their own buildings. Mrs Young visited the country three times and met the President and 
Secretary on a number of other occasions in Australia and Oulu. 
 
 In Australia Mrs Young visited all the Clubs, some more than once and attended all AGM 
meetings of the AALC. During the period the Melbourne Lyceum Club embarked on a major 
building program which is now complete. The Brisbane Lyceum Club decided they had 
”outgrown” their premises and moved to a larger club. The Adelaide Club could no longer afford 
the costs associated with their building and now meet at another Club.  
 
Mrs Young reported with great pleasure that the members of the BCI have approved to support 
the University of Bristol’s project of producing a dance film called Ballet of the Nations. The Ballet 
was written by Vernon Lee and illustrated by Constance Smedley’s husband Maxwell Armfield. 
Constance and her husband assisted in the publication of the Ballet. Dr Grace Brockington who 
is in charge of the project spoke at the Centenary congress in Basel about Constance Smedley 
and the founding of the Lyceum Clubs. After extensive consultation, the BCI has unanimously 
approved that 3,000 € from the Carlin Legacy will be used to contribute to the educational 
package which forms part of the project.  
 
The reports will be published on the international website with a protected password. 
Both Mrs Hannart’s report and Mrs Young’s were accepted unanimously.  
 
 
§9 The report of the International Archivist  
The International Archivist, Mrs Seifert-Iseli, presented her report and thanked everyone who 
had been in contact with her. She has appreciated getting to know the Lyceum Club members as 
well as others interested in knowing more about the Lyceum and its history. 
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§10 Report from the editor of the International Bulletin 
The editor of the International Bulletin, Mrs d’Haucourt, presented her report thanking Mrs Eva-
Maria Sima-Meyer for her valuable help doing the German version of the Bulletin as well as Mrs 
Margaret Thomson and Mrs Marion Jones for helping with the English version. 
Since two years the Bulletin is e-mailed to each Federation President for them to forward it to 
their members. 
As the IALC Board will have changed by next October Mrs d’Haucourt proposed to present the 
new team in the October edition. She asked every Federation president to send their contribution 
(activities, twinning, membership….) by 1st of  September. 
The report was unanimously adopted. 
 
Mrs Suttin asked if Mrs d’Haucourt could produce a special edition on the Congress, giving a 
general review of the Congress. 
 
Mme Matteoli expressed the wish that the editor of the Bulletin always should be chosen from 
the members of the French clubs.  
Many delegates however were of the opinion that the most qualified person for this task, 
whatever nationality, should be chosen. 
As this motion was not on this years’s Agenda, it was decided to include it on the Agenda of 
the next Congress. 
 
 
§11 The report of the webmaster 
Mrs Jones explained briefly how the website works. All the clubs have a small photo on the page 
that you can click and the country’s website appears. She encouraged the participants to send her 
information about events in their clubs. 
 
The new password from July 1 is lisbon2020. 
 
 
§12 Reports from the Federation Presidents 
All the reports are published in full on the international website: www.lyceumclubs.org.  Due to a 
shortage of time, Mrs von Rosen invited the delegates to put questions arisen from the reports to 
the Federation Presidents. The reports will be published on the international website with a 
protected password. 
 
 
§13 Election of the International President and the two International Vice-Presidents,  
Southern and Northern Hemisphere, for the next three years. 
 
Mrs Ingrid von Rosen informed the meeting of the election procedure, which included a secret 
ballot.  
The scrutineers were presented: Mrs Eltje Brill (Groningen), Mrs Eva Hirtler (Karlsruhe) and 
Mrs Karin Petrén (Stockholm). 
Voting papers were distributed to the delegates. Mrs Ingrid von Rosen invited the candidates to 
present themselves. 
 
Mrs Muriel Hannart, the only candidate for the position of the President of the International 
Association of Lyceum clubs, presented herself to the International Council delegates. 
 
Mrs Barbara Inglis, the first candidate for the position of Vice-President of the Southern 
Hemisphere, presented herself to the International Council delegates. 
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Mrs Marilyn Mackinder, the second candidate for the position of Vice-President of the 
Southern Hemisphere, presented herself to the International Council delegates. 
 
Mrs Monique Gächter, the only candidate for the position of Vice-President of the Northern 
Hemisphere, presented herself to the International Council delegates. 
 
After collecting and counting the votes the scrutineers handed over the result to the International 
President and the result was announced. 
 
Mrs Hannart received 34 for and 3 abstentions and was thus elected International President.  
 
Mrs Inglis received 17 for and no abstentions, while Mrs Mackinder received 20 for and no 
abstentions. Thus Mrs Mackinder was elected Vice-President of the Southern Hemisphere. 
 
Mrs Gächter, received 36 for and 1 abstention and was thus elected Vice-President of the 
Northern Hemisphere. 
 
Mrs von Rosen congratulated the newly elected President and Vice-Presidents and wished them 
all the best for the future. 
 
§14 The Next International Congress 2022 
The next International Congress will take place in Bruxelles 2022. 
 
 
§15 International Central Bureau (BCI) meetings and Cultural days 2020 and 2021 
The BCI meeting 2020 will take place in Lisbon, May 26-27, and the cultural days May 28-29. In 
response to the request from the President of the club of Lisbon, a draft of the program was 
presented. The program is posted on the international website. 
 
The BCI meeting 2021 will take place in Rabat, and the preliminary dates are: 
May 20-21 BCI meeting. 
May 22-24 Cultural days. 
The program is not yet finalised. 
 
 
§ 16 Discussions on the Statutes. 
Mrs Blümli explained in English (the German and French version were projected) how Mrs 
Hannart, Mrs Young and herself had been working on the revision of the Statutes since the BCI 
meeting in Amsterdam. The aim of the Revision is to bring the Statutes up to date as well as to 
ensure that smaller Federations have a greater involvement in the work of the IALC.  
Apparently the official AALC e-mail address (aalc@lyceumclubs.org.au) which was used for 
distribution of the Statute changes was not in use and therefore the Australians had not been 
properly informed about proposed changes in the Statutes, and wanted more time before 
accepting the new Statutes. 
 
Mrs Blümli presented the highlights that were different from the original Statutes of 2013.  
First of all the Preamble and the Defintions were taken out because they do not specifically have 
anything to do with the Statutes. The different definitions are put under respective headings, so 



	

	

7	
whenever there is a heading for the International Council, under it comes the definition what is 
the International Council. 
 
§4 mentions the Guidelines which give the members recommendations what they can do. They 
are not legally binding. 
 
§11 in the old Statutes regarding the Federation reports were taken out, and will be covered in the 
Guidelines, where it will say that each Federation has to hand in a report for the International 
Council. 
 
§17 in the old Statutes, prohibiting more than one club in a town or city, was taken out. 
This was to avoid a problem like the one the IALC had with the club in Moscow. 
 
§25 Resignation or exclusion of a club will be specified more clearly in the Guidelines. 
 
In §28 of the proposed Statutes under point f) the status of the archivist, the webmaster and the 
Bulletin editor are clarified. Their status as observers was not clearly stated. It was not clear either 
who would pay their expenses for coming. As all three are providing a very valuable service, their 
status is formalised in the sense that they also get a certain amount of reimbursement for 
travelling to the gatherings, and it is specified that they are permanent non voting observers. 
Later on in the articles it will say that the International President can invite observers to the 
meeting, but this needs to be approved by the BCI beforehand. 
 
A new section within the Statutes called Creation of new clubs has been added because before 
that information was scattered and now it is grouped together. It incorporates the old §21, §22, 
§23, §24 and part of §28. 
 
§33 concerns giving proxies to non attending members and it was requested at the time in 
Amsterdam to amend this article so that non attending Federations could give a proxy to another 
Federation that was actually attending the Congress. The old Statutes stipulate that a Federation 
can only give a proxy to someone else within their Federation. Small Federations have the right 
to be heard within this forum so this article really needs changing rather urgently. 
 
There have been a lot of headaches about §36, because the way it was initially worded people 
thought that any Federation could nominate anybody to be President or Vice-President over the 
head of that specific Federation. That was never intended and the article is now reworded in such 
a way that the basic content is same as before, that it needs either the President and another 
office bearer of the Federation, or, if the President is putting herself forward as a candidate, two 
office bearers of the Federation to nominate.  
 
§38 point f) stipulated that the International Vice-Presidents could not be re-elected for three 
years if they had previously served on the BCI in another capacity for six years or more.  
This was considered not being a useful restriction because that would hinder a good candidate to 
be nominated. This restriction was never applicable to the International President. The rule 
should be the same for the Vice-Presidents as for the International President. 
 
 § 45. The current Statutes say that the International President should recruit her treasurer and 
secretary from within her own Federation. This restriction has been lifted out, because with the 
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modern technology the office bearers can be anywhere geographically. Another reason is that if 
an International President comes from a small club, she might have difficulties in finding a 
treasurer and a secretary within her own club. 
These were the changes that were on the table.  
 
There had been a lively discussion at the BCI meeting whether the Statutes with all the changes 
proposed by the Federations were to be put forward to the International Council or not. The 
International President thought that the Statutes can only be adopted if all members of the IALC 
accepted them (even though this is not a requirement according to the current statutes article 59, 
which stipulate a majority of two thirds). As the Agenda of the International Council said 
’Discussions on the IALC Statutes’ and not ’Voting on the IALC Statutes’, a unanimous vote 
from the delegates would have been necessary. The Australian delegates insisted they needed 
more time over this issue and therefore it was decided to postpone the voting of the new Statutes 
till the next International Council meeting in 2022. 
 
Mrs von Rosen suggested the creation of an ethics group, which had been proposed at an earlier 
BCI meeting. 
 
 

§17 Miscellaneous 
�  Mrs Matteoli presented a list of topics, which could be proposed to future organisers of 
Congresses. They were:  

- Impact of media on the image of women 
- The arts and culture: vectors of peace 
- Contribution of women in a new societal model 
- The lyceum woman: humanist or feminist? 
- The role of women with protection of the environment and sustainable development.  

 
� Mrs Fankhauser thanked the outgoing IALC Board for their committed work, and welcomed 
the new IALC Board.  
 
 

§18 Closing 
Mrs von Rosen thanked the delegates for attending the meeting, and there being no further 
business declared the Council meeting closed at around 3.30 pm, Sunday 19 May. 
These Minutes were prepared by the International Secretary, Mrs Christina Bratt, and referred to 
the International President, Mrs Ingrid von Rosen. 
 
Stockholm July 4, 2019 
 
 
Christina Bratt 
International Secretary 


