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International Vice President for the Northern Hemisphere 

Since the ZOOM meeting of the International Central Board in October 2020, the pandemic situation 

has not changed much. We have all been confined to our homes, unable to share activities or travel 

abroad. 

However, I was very happy to see that during this period many clubs developed new ideas. Thanks 

to electronic technology, wonderful exchanges took place, concerts or conferences were organised 

and shared between several clubs, even across borders.  

This pandemic, although it limited our range of action, pushed us to establish through ZOOM more 

contacts than usual with other clubs and to exchange ideas at international level. I would like to 

thank all the presidents of the National Federations, all the presidents of the Lyceum Clubs in the 

different countries and their boards for their commitment during this difficult period. 

In the IACL Committee, the pandemic did not prevent us from working hard on several projects. 

After the discussion at the 2020 International Central Board meeting on the revision of the statutes, 

I reviewed the V19 version with Janet Blümli incorporating the decisions taken at our meeting and 

we sent the proposal to the National Federations so that they could submit it to the Lyceum Club 

Presidents in their countries. We have received comments from France, Germany (specifically 

Cologne), Australia in general and Melbourne in particular as well as from the former International 

President Eltje Brill. Studying these various comments, responding to them and trying to integrate 

them into a new version was a big job, carried out in collaboration with Janet Blümli for the statutes 

and regulations and in consultation with Renda Weishaupt for the statutes. The V20 version of the 

statutes and regulations are the result, to be discussed further with the working group and then at 

the meeting 2021 of the International Central Board.   

Apart from the statutes, I assisted Muriel Hanhart, our always active and enterprising International 

President, in many decisions and projects, such as: 

- We advised, supported and assisted the new club in Georgia.  

- In several Zoom working sessions with Rabat we developed the programme for the International 

Congress 2022. 

- We have worked with the working group "Rejuvenation of the Lyceum Clubs", developed 

questionnaires and held a separate meeting on this issue with almost each National Federation in 

the Northern Hemisphere. We sometimes noticed big differences between the Lyceum Clubs in the 

different countries and we are now convinced more than ever that a slight rejuvenation is absolutely 

necessary for the long-term survival of the Lyceum Club. You will receive a summary of our 

investigations. 

- We have listened to the problems of some National Federations, answered their questions and 

have tried to find solutions together. 

- We have also had a lot of discussions to work out future projects. 

A sedentary year, yet rich in activities for the well-being and future of the International Lyceum 

Club! 

Monique Gächter   

International Association of Lyceum Clubs 


