
 

SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO JUNE 2021 

 

“HOPE…..…to hope for something implies a wish that an event may take place and an 
expectation that it will.” 

 I believe that we have all experienced new dimensions of HOPE in the past 12 months; 

Hope for a vaccine; Hope for family members hospitalised by Covid 19; Hope for the 
return of warm hugs with friends; Hope for some form of normality; Hope for the 
return of face to face meetings and the Hope that we ALL survive this pandemic. 

This little Lyceum bird who “flew the nest” has returned having enjoyed quarantine 
free travel to Adelaide and the generous hospitality of the Adelaide Lyceum Club 
[Janet, Diana, Josie, Angela and Julie in particular] as well as the added bonus of 
Military History courtesy of the Naval, Military & Air Force Clubrooms where the 
Adelaide Club is now firmly ensconced and in good heart. 

Photo shows Marilyn, Janet 
Gould [Adelaide President] and 
Dianne Campbell OAM.   [ 
Secretariat Secretary] 

Contact has been kept up 
throughout Covid 19 with the 
other Australian Clubs; 
Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth 
and Sydney although visits 
have been impossible. All Clubs 
have endeavoured to keep in 
touch with their members 
during Lockdowns with emails, 
phone calls & zoom meetings 
where possible. I understand 
that these have been very 
innovative and amusing. Clubs 
should now be able to have 
large gatherings and continue 
the normal business of the 

Circles. Membership continues to be a challenge for all Clubs except Melbourne who 
have 1440 members, thus being the largest Lyceum Club. Currently I am negotiating a 
visit to Perth & the Karrakatta Club. I hope to visit the other Clubs soon, “bubble” 
travel continuing God willing. We look forward to the Australian Congress in Adelaide in 



October 2021. It should be noted that the Karrakatta Club are still feeling the loss of 
long time Member & former SHVP Joyce Young who sadly left us in January 2021. 

 

Some of the New Zealand Clubs have felt very challenged during Covid 19 because of 
the large numbers of Members with an inability to be connected online, most due to the 
remote locations in which they live. There have been many phone conversations as we 
tried to remain in touch. Since late 2020 however we have been able to restart all 
Clubs & Circles. I have been able to visit the Morrinsville Club to present Life 
Membership to Rosalie Larsen, Tauranga to meet with the President & Committee. Our 
AGM was held at Te Kuiti in September, a Choral festival was held in Cambridge in 
November and the 6 monthly meeting in Hamilton [Waikato Club] in March 2021. The 
Choral Festival featured choirs from several Clubs practicing items in small groups then 
coming together to perform for a small audience. This Choral Festival will be replicated 
in September this year under the leadership of Martha Ash, Te Kuiti Club Choir 
Mistress. 3 Members of the Te Kuiti Club have been awarded Life Memberships to 
recognise meritorious service, one a Member of 68 years standing. 

Unfortunately the New Zealand Federation has had to accept the inevitable closure of 
the Auckland Club due to natural attrition and the Te Puke Club is in recess. 

We have learnt the value of connecting via zoom calls Internationally although some of 
the times negotiated have been challenging. The BCI was held over 2 evenings [NZ 
time] in October lasting 5 hours each, the latter was almost totally devoted to the 
Revision of the Statutes. We have a further zoom this week regarding this subject 
trying to accommodate the wishes of all Clubs into Version 20. This remains a challenge. 

Zoom meetings have also been held regarding Rejuvenation [Membership] with each 
Federation asked to circulate a Questionaire to all Clubs with the results back to The 
International Secretariat to be collated. This was hoped to clarify where the 
challenges were and how we could improve Club life. This certainly confirmed the 
differences between the activities of the Northern Hemisphere Clubs versus those of 
the Southern Hemisphere Clubs….however all of us could learn much from the shared 
ideas and take note of which popular circles in other clubs may be applicable to our own. 

Although this year’s BCI meeting will again be held by zoom in late September we are 
still hoping for in person attendance at Congress in Rabat, Morocco in May 2022. 

I thank all Club Members both Internationally, particularly the Secretariat, and in 
Australia and New Zealand for the support that I have had during this past year of 
challenge and look forward to the good times ahead of us with HOPE. 

 

Marilyn Mackinder   Southern Hemisphere Vice President Lyceum International. 

 


