
Dr Marilyn Mackinder 

 

The International Secretariat which you voted in during Congress at Stockholm 2019 
has, I believe, worked together well as we all have a genuine passion for Lyceum. 

However due to the unplanned and intrusive presence of Covid 19 we have unfinished 
business, and I would be delighted to continue being part of the team completing that 
work. Already much has been achieved as we have spent countless hours on Revision of 
the Statutes, Revitalisation and the opening of new Clubs but there will always be more 
to do. Personally I have been working on an exciting project for the next 3 years which 
I will reveal in due time. 

I am Dr Marilyn Mackinder, the current Southern Hemisphere Vice President of 
Lyceum International, and I belong to the Te Kuiti Club in New Zealand, where I have 
been a Member since 1980. During my years with the Club I have fulfilled many 
positions including Vice President and then Club President for 4 years: I remain on the 
Committee after [intermittently] 20 years and am now a Life Member. I have also been 
New Zealand Federation President for 4 years, and previously Vice President and 
Secretary. 

Therefore, although I have been a Member for many years I have also been prepared 
to be involved in Management and Governance roles, at ALL levels, as well as partaking 
of the many enjoyable pursuits Lyceum offers her Members, including Congresses and 
Cultural Days. I feel that it is very important to give back to an organisation that has 
given one so many hours of pleasure. 

During the 2 and 1/2 years that I have been Southern Hemisphere Vice President I 
have endeavoured to keep in touch with all Clubs, both in Australia and New Zealand. 
Despite the limitations of Covid I have visited all New Zealand Clubs and made visits to 
some Australian Clubs; Brisbane [4], Sydney [1] and Adelaide [2]. Planned visits to both 
Melbourne and Perth had to be cancelled due to Covid. It has been a privilege to be 
asked to speak on the occasions of these visits about Lyceum International and the 
duties of the Secretariat; and has been a way to keep all Clubs informed and involved. 
There is scope for Lyceum to expand in the Southern Hemisphere but the current 
climate of Covid restrictions has made personal contacts challenging, especially face to 
face with potential new Clubs. Hopefully this will change, to allow us to gauge the 
commitment of the intended Membership. 

For those of you who do not know me, I was born in New Plymouth, New Zealand in 1948 
& was educated at New Plymouth Girls High School before attending Otago University. 
Professionally I am a Medical Doctor specialising in Family Medicine. My degrees 
include: 

1975 MB ChB University of Otago, 

1976 Dip Obs, University of Auckland and  

1998 FRNZCGP Fellowship of the Royal NZ College of General Practice. 



I am still working Part Time, at Te Kuiti Medical Centre, with leave to attend Lyceum 
functions solely at my discretion and of any duration. 

My other achievements include an ATCL [Teaching Diploma in Speech from Trinity 
College London]; Diploma in Life Saving including Advanced Swimming & Resuscitation. 

1977-79 Taranaki District Health Board Representative 

1984-2015 Waitomo Abused Person’s Support Group [Founding Chair] 

2009 -present Tatsuno Sister City Committee promoting friendship between Waitomo                        
District & Tatsuno City, Nagano, Japan. 

I have been a member of St Luke’s Anglican Church Community since 1979, previously 
Holy Trinity, New Plymouth and St Aidan’s, Remuera, Auckland. I am involved in all 
aspects of worship from Readings to Intercessions to administering the Chalice. 

I am recently widowed as my husband [of 30 years] Charles died in Rest Home Care 
during level 4 lockdown in August 2021. Like for many others this has been a challenging 
transition with no Celebration of his life being able to be held yet [as I write this]. 

I am supported by my 2 sons from my first marriage; Andrew is an Inspector in NZ 
Police in Hamilton whilst Christopher is a Pilot for Air New Zealand, living in Auckland. 
They have given me 5 beautiful Grandchildren who only live 1 hour away.  

I am committed most sincerely to all that Lyceum has to offer. 

My passion is meeting people, becoming a colleague and a friend, advocating and 
enabling, being a listening leader, challenging and encouraging. 

I plan to attend the Congress in Rabat, Morocco in May [ Covid and NZ Government 
restrictions permitting] and am therefore asking you ALL to support me as I offer 
myself for re-election to the position of Southern Hemisphere Vice President. 
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