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EDITORIAL 
 
 
 

Dear friends, 

 

 

As I look back on all that has been happening in International Lyceum Club over the past six months, my first 

thought is full of gratitude to the Rabat club. Under the leadership of its President Selwa Chraibi, and with the 

unconditional help of the Ariane Tour agency represented by Mrs. Mounia Malhoui, this very young club has 

embarked on a large-scale project, complicated by the uncertainties due to the evolution of the Covid epidemic: 

to receive some 200 Lyceum members! The difficulties were numerous; they soon appeared in various forms, 

and it would be pointless to pass over them in silence. But the good humour of each of them and the availability 

of the team made these few days an unforgettable experience for those who lived through it. 

I won't go into the cultural and tourist aspects, nor dwell on all the beautiful discoveries we made. I am sure 

that the presidents who had the chance to attend the Congress gave very good reports to their clubs. I would 

rather insist on the discovery of another culture, on the quality of the exchanges that took place between 

members of different nationalities, which justify our qualification as international. It seems to me that we can 

be sure that we have honoured Constance Smedley's wish for the Lyceum:  

"To promote exchange and reflection among educated women of all nations". 

                   www.lyceumclubs.org 
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To help the Lyceum to better respond to current requirements, the International Council voted new statutes, as 

well as new regulations, which were prepared by the members of the specially dedicated Committee, whom I 

thank again for the quality of their work and the competence they have shown, in a great concern for 

cooperation with each of the Federations that wished to express themselves. 

Since then, I have had the opportunity to visit a group of women who wish to create a Lyceum club in 

Casablanca, and to see the vitality of older clubs, such as those in Helsinki (90 years old!) and Fontainebleau 

(60 years old). 

I also enjoyed sharing the warmth of the Helsinki club's celebrations on the occasion of its 90th anniversary. 

It was a great international evening, with Swedish members and a member of the Melbourne club. 

The calendar for the next Cultural Days has been established. It will take us to Greece in 2023, invited by the 

Lyceum Club of Athens, then in 2024 to Georgia where we will discover the latest Lyceum Club accepted by 

the International Congress: the Lyceum Club of Tbilisi. Finally, in 2025 we will meet in New Zealand!  

I have no doubt that by then, thanks to the collaboration of each of you, we will have the pleasure of welcoming 

new clubs...... 

You can be sure of my friendship and my availability. 

 

 
                        

Muriel Hannart 

International President  

ialc.president@lyceumclubs.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
In Memoriam   Agnes Buijten-Leusen   :   International Treasurer  2007-2013    
Agnes passed away on 7th July last, in her 80th year. She had suffered from ill health for some time but had 
coped bravely and very well. Earlier this year she moved to a care home where she had settled comfortably. 
More recently her condition deteriorated even further and she died peacefully, surrounded by her family.   
 
Agnes joined the Amsterdam Lyceum Club in 1992 where she was a very 
active member.  She was Treasurer from 1998-2005 and from 1999-2015 
she was a member of the management committee of the Foundation Fund 
of the Dutch Lyceum Club.  
Agnes was an enthusiastic traveller and managed to combine her hobby 
with her membership of the International Lyceum Club! From 2007-2013 
she was the International Treasurer of the IALC. 
  
She fulfilled that function superbly together with her colleagues Suzanne Postma-van der Broek (to 2010) and 
Els Schijfsma-Smit Sibinga (to 2013) both as International Secretary and also Eltje Bril-Meijer as International 
President. We met once every six weeks and worked together very harmoniously. (From 2007-2013 the 
Netherlands provided the executive committee of the IALC). Els and I often travelled to Hoorn together where 
we were most hospitably received by Agnes and her husband Bob, together with their inseparable dog. A 
large picture of their boat on which they had sailed for many years hung on the wall.        
 
In recognition of her many services Agnes was designated an honorary member of the Amsterdam club in 
2014. 

 Tribute 
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Her talents extended even further. She was involved in the development of a new international website to 
replace the previous one together with Marcel from Wijk bij Duurstede. The three of us went together several 
times there to clarify our requirements. Working with Marcel, Agnes ensured that the international website 
was well designed.  
During her last years, Agnes was lovingly cared for by her family, although some lived at a great distance, 
such as her sister Ella in Canada. Her family was very important to her, her niece Annemieke often treated 
her to an éclair! 
 
Thank you, Agnes, for your fantastic commitment. The Lyceum Club was your life! 
 
 

Eltje Bril-Meijer (Groningen Lyceum Club)   2022   

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
 
 

 

Australia was represented by four Lyceum members at the International Congress in Rabat, two from 
Melbourne and two from Adelaide. Since then, these members have shared the experience in their local 
Clubs. The AALC President, Angela Gordon, travelled to Brisbane, Sydney, and Perth in August 2022 to inform 
members about the Moroccan event. 
 
Lyceum Brisbane celebrated its 103rd Birthday with a luncheon at the Tattersall’s Club. Dr Marilyn Mackinder, 
Vice President Southern Hemisphere, came from New Zealand for the event. The twenty Club Circles offer 
members a comprehensive program of activities throughout the month during daytime and evening. 
 

Lyceum Club Adelaide continues to celebrate its Centenary year. In May, the Lord 
Mayor invited the Club to a special reception in the Adelaide Town Hall. In July, 
the Governor of South Australia, Her 
Excellency Frances Adamson AC, joined 
members for the 100th Birthday Luncheon 
along with Dr Marilyn Mackinder, Vice 
President Southern Hemisphere. In 
September, renowned Russian pianist 

Konstantin Shamray performed an outstanding program of Chopin 
and Liszt on the Club’s Steinway baby grand piano. In October, the 
Club is to host the AALC Conference from 16-19 October 2022.  
 
Sydney Lyceum Club has now returned to full activities. The monthly Club lunch with guest speaker remains 
popular. The Dame Mary Gilmore Book Circle has resumed face-to-face meetings after an extended period 
using Zoom. However, the Evening Circle continues to use Zoom for the wide-ranging discussions. In 
September, members enjoyed a bus excursion to the Southern Highlands to visit art galleries and tulip 
gardens. 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLUBS 

Australia 
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In May, the Karrakatta Club continued with the second in the Advocacy 
Series exploring Social Justice for Women. Gender equality and the pay-
gap that continues to stand in the way of economic independence for 
women were examined. Panellists discussed the barriers to gender 
equality. Club President, Dr Lesley Williams noted that greater 
community understanding is needed of the shared social benefits of 
creating equality, safety, and financial security for women. In 
September, the Club will be Hearing from Women of Diverse 
Backgrounds.  
 

The Karrakatta Club looks forward to taking over the Secretariat of the AALC in January 2023. 
 
 
Lyceum Club Melbourne 
 
Significant events marked recent months in the Melbourne Lyceum Club. On 2 June 2022, the Heritage 
Council of Victoria included Melbourne Lyceum in the Victorian Heritage Register to recognise the Club’s 
historical and cultural significance. It specifically acknowledged the role the Club has played in pioneering and 
furthering the status of women in male-dominated professional spheres, for the inclusion of hundreds of 
prominent women who have shaped the course of Victoria’s history, and for the support women members 
provide each other in their personal and professional lives. It also acknowledged the uniqueness of the 
building, designed, and built specifically for women by architects Hilary Lewis and Jessie Madsen, two of the 
very few female architects back in the 1950s. 
 
In July, the Club hosted the President’s dinner, where 
presidents of all Melbourne-based private clubs were 
invited to a black-tie dinner in the award-winning dining 
room. In the present climate of challenges to single sex 
clubs, and the continuing gender gap in Australian business 
and society, Norah Breekveldt, President, reflected on the 
Lyceum legacy and underscored the ongoing purpose of 
the Club – which is to harness the power and potential of 
women, to give women a voice, and provide a place where 
they can develop and sustain deep friendships and support 
each other through the generations. 
 
In August each year, the Club celebrates the culture and heritage of an international country. This year’s 
choice was The Netherlands. Lyceum Circles and reading groups enthusiastically celebrated Dutch culture, 
history, literature, its influence in art and ceramics, its contribution to horticulture, and its unique food and 
wine. Members attended circles and club-wide events with outstanding speakers and enjoyed stimulating 
conversations for which the club is renowned. 
 
Angela Gordon, President 
Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs                October 2nd 2022 
 
www.lyceumclubs.org.au 
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Dear Lyceum Friends, 
The International Lyceum Club of Belgium met in an extraordinary General Assembly, at the beautiful house 
of Lyceum Member Solange Thierry de Saint- Rapt, on June 15, 2022 to elect a new President, Vice-President, 
Treasurer and Secretary. The new Board is composed of the following persons: 
 
Thérèse de Jamblinne, President 
Kiki Lefebvre, Vice President and Treasurer 
Michèle Delbove, Secretary 
Myrese de Kemmeter 
Christiane Dubucq 
Viviane Swenden 
Mary Hoek 
 

 
 
 
Then, the ordinary General Assembly took place on August 31, at 
the castle of Rixensart, at the home of Princess Clotilde de 
Merode, Honorary President. 
Twenty-two Lyceum Members attended, as well as some new 
members. A minute's silence was observed to honour our two 
deceased members, Barbara Beech, Vice President and Daniele 
Bagon, member.  
The General Assembly ended with a cocktail in the courtyard of 
the castle (zakouskis, champagne and fruit juice).  

 
The next General Assembly will be held on Friday April 21, 2023. 
 
The first activity of the season was the beautiful concert of the Chopin Foundation organized by the student 
Chantal Lobert, in the lounges of the Polish Embassy in Brussels. The proceeds from this concert will be used 
to offer piano, singing and violin courses to young talents.  
 
As a rule, the International Lyceum Club of Belgium will organize one activity per month. The members also 
spread the word about cultural and musical activities organized by other associations, not necessarily public 
but which could be of interest to our members.  
 
Great news for the club in Belgium: the creation of a website. About ten companies specialized in this matter 
have been contacted. Finally, the contract was signed with the company which seemed to have the most 
modern website designers and which promised the best assistance.  
 
By Christmas, I am confident that all Lyceum Clubs will be able to follow our activities easily, from wherever 
they are, via our website http://www.lyceumbelgique.be/ 
 
Therese de Jamblinne,  
 
President of the International Lyceum Club of Belgium 

 

 

Bel
gium 

Belgium 

http://www.lyceumbelgique.be/
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Dear ladies, 
 

On 23 March 2022, we celebrated International Women’s Day (8 March) 
with a tea party and a talk on “Women in the Revolution of 1821”. The event 
included a performance of Greek traditional dances with children from our 
Lyceum’s Dance Group. 

 
 
 
 
On 11 April 2022 we hosted a presentation of the fable “The Lion 
Knows”, a lovely story meant to acquaint children with Famagusta.  

 

 

 

On 30 May 2022 we took part in the Pancyprian event of the Association of Cyprus Conservatories (SOK), held 
in Nicosia with one representative from each Conservatory.  
Final exams of our Conservatory took place on International Music Day, the 21st of June. All students took 
part in a music and dance show in the presence of their parents and city officials. 
 

Unfortunately, we were unable to open and operate our Children’s Hosting Programme due to the damages 
caused during the 2-year closure caused by the pandemic and the natural wear, due to its seaside location.  
However, we are now working on a new plan for our camp site where the much-needed renovation will take 
place to elevate it to the standard that it deserves to be. 
Another important update is that the central lyceum in Limassol had to evacuate the rental property and the 
entire LEA archive to temporary storage space, while we are searching for something permanent. 
 

Our Lyceum of Greek Women took part in the 20th Panhellenic Conference of Greek Women Lyceums, held 
in Kalamata from 15 to 18 September 2022. We were represented by 7 of our Lyceum ladies. 
 
The theme of the Conference was “Greekness and Romiosini: the long process of shaping modern Greek 
cultural identity through the clash of two visions”. Almost all speakers were either Greek University 
professors or specialists on questions of modern Greek identity and Greek language.  
The Conference closed with an exceptional dance performance in commemoration of 100 years from the Asia 
Minor Catastrophe.  
 
 
Tasoula Hadjidofi  Georgiou     
President of the Cyprus Lyceum Clubs   
 
   www.lykionellinidon.org.cy 
 
 
 
 

Cyprus Cyprus 

http://www.lykionellinidon.org.cy/
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Oulu Lyceum Club turns 35 next year 

 

The Oulu Lyceum Club was founded in 1988 as the third such club in Finland: the others were the Helsinki 

Lyceum Club and the Turku Lyceum Club. Of the founding 18 members, four are still active in our organization. 

In the early years, our sister clubs provided much-needed guidance and collaboration was tight. Wonderful 

support came from the Helsinki Club’s Carin Kahlson, who served as the president of the IALC 1987–1992.  

By the end of the first year, we had 26 members. Now we 

have 41. In the early years, our work was intense and we 

created many of the traditions that we still hold dear. We 

hold Club meetings every month (except in the summer 

months). Agendas include presentations by members and 

guest lecturers, excursions to interesting places in our 

local region, and participation in cultural events. We end 

the year with the Lucia celebration on 13 December, when 

we keep to the Swedish-Finnish tradition of celebrating 

the memory of the Sicilian patron saint of Syracuse, Saint 

Lucia, over a fine meal. Because we do not have a space of 

our own, since the beginning we have held our meetings 

in venues such as hotels and restaurants. Our membership 

fees are used for, amongst others, organizing events and for the benefit of our own members, but also for 

grants that our members can use toward participating in international IALC events. 

Finland started to relax its Corona restrictions in February. In the time since, we have convened to hear two 

presentations: the first focused on early childhood education and the role of the parents and the other 

explored the food history of Finland “from salted beef to sushi”. Both were based on recently released books. 

In March we visited the Holy Trinity Orthodox Cathedral in our home city where we heard a presentation on 

the Orthodox faith and its multiculturalism, with an emphasis on the present crises in the world.  

Oulu 24 August 2022 

 

 

Paula Rossi   

President of the Oulu Lyceum Club 

 

(http://www.oulunlyceumklubi.fi) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finland 

http://www.oulunlyceumklubi.fi/
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Two clubs have recently celebrated anniversaries, the Grenoble club for its 25th anniversary and the 
Fontainebleau club for its 60th anniversary, both occasions are reported by the presidents. 

 
 
  ILC Grenoble celebrates its 25th 
anniversary!  
 
 
 

 
Six members carefully prepared a beautiful day to celebrate this 
anniversary in the park of Uriage: conference, excellent lunch and fun 
activities. During this beautiful day, Isabelle Guilbert, the founder of our 
club, spoke about the circumstances of its creation and decorated three 
women who are still present. Each of them also greatly appreciated the 
very warm message delivered by Isabelle Bertrand, President of the 
FFILC, on this occasion. 
 
Lucile Ballu, President of the Grenoble Club 

 
 
 
60th Anniversary of the  International 
Lyceum Club of Fontainebleau 
 
 
 

 On October 11, 2022, during a festive dinner at the Château de Nandy, the Lyceum Club of Fontainebleau 
blew out its 60 candles, honoured by the presence of our International President, Muriel Hannart, and our 
National President, Isabelle Bertrand. 
 
Thanks to the memory of our friends, we were able to recount the history 
of our club, with its highlights, such as the twinning with the Lyceum of 
Lausanne, the hosting and organisation of the National General Assembly. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the members who have 
been with us for 30 years or more, and particularly Annie Rameau, who has 
been a member for 50 years ; in this respect we are pleased to name her 
"Honorary President", in recognition of all the work she has done for the 
Lyceum. 
 
Jeannine Grellier, President of the Fontainebleau club 
     

France 

France 
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In addition, we have just experienced in Caen the meeting 
of the Committee and the General Assembly of the French 
Federation in its usual form .  
This meeting was attended by Muriel Hannart, of course, 
but also by Janet Blümli, President of the Swiss Federation 
and Selwa Chraibi, President of the Club of Rabat, both of 
whom had kindly accepted my invitation to illustrate the 
bonds of personal friendship between our federations, and 
to experience together the end of my term of office as 
President of the FFILC. 
 

A term of office during which we have worked collectively to implement Constance Smedley's principles: a 
permanent adaptation to a particular and stimulating context which has shown the need to provide our 
federation and our clubs with the necessary tools for a dynamic future, open to the international scene, and 
a renewed image: redesigning the website, visibility on social networks, revision of the federation's statutes 
and creation of internal regulations, setting up of a sponsorship with the Ecole du Louvre and literary 
exchanges with Morocco.  
 
The experience shared with all the other federations has been full of lessons and warm exchanges and I would 
like to warmly thank Muriel Hannart, Monique Gächter and Marilyn Mackinder as well as all the presidents 
with whom I have had the privilege of working. 
 
 
From now onwards, another Board presided by Sabine Coiffe, the newly elected 
President of the FFILC, is in charge. We wish this new team much success in its 
projects and a more serene general context!  
 

 
 
Thanks to our friends from Caen, we have experienced some very 
beautiful days of discovery, particularly at the Caen Memorial and 
through the regional heritage, which is full of emotion and linked to world 
events. Another way of experiencing the dimension of the Lyceum. 
 

 
                                                  Isabelle Bertrand 
 

 

 

 

Meetings of members of the Lyceum Club Georgia are most often connected to the current news within the 
artistic field.  

 

One such event was a trip to the city of Sighnaghi (Kakheti) to visit the exhibition 
"Freedom-inspired Art" at the local Ethnographic and Archaeological Museum. 
Kakheti region located in Eastern Georgia is rich in monuments of different periods 
and diverse nature - ancient settlements, medieval temples, fortress-towers, 
beautiful forests, waterfalls, alpine lakes, vast plains, and even a desert.   The town 
of Sighnaghi is walled with the remnants of 18th-century fortifications.   

 

Georgia 
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In the 1960s and 70s, non-conformist artists - Avto Varazi, 

Otar Chkhartishvili, Temo Japaridze, Amir Kakabadze, 

Vakhtang (Vatia) Davitashvili, and Avto Meskhi laid the 

foundation for unofficial art in Georgia, which marked the 

beginning of a new cultural era. In the field of art, the term 

“Soviet nonconformist art” is connected to Norton Dodge, an 

American economist, and a Doctor of Philosophy at Harvard 

University. He is famous for being one of the first collectors of 

Soviet unofficial art.  

Norton Dodge bought paintings of the artists in the 1960s and smuggled them out of the Soviet Union. In 

fact, he introduced to the West the art of the so-called “Soviet underground”, of which up to 20,000 artworks 

are preserved in his collection. Among them are the works of Georgian non-conformist artists. 

The non-conformist movement in Georgia could be characterized as fragmentary and spontaneous. The 
position of artists rejecting the official ideology established in the art field at that time caused outrage among 
the Soviet authorities. Therefore, they used all means to control and suppress the tendencies in the arts that 
were unfavorable to the regime: prohibition of publications and exhibitions, reprimanding the authors, 
arresting and carrying out punitive operations against them. In such an environment, the artist as a person 
had to choose between membership in the unions of the Communist Party, artists or academic oligarchy, 
adherence to socialist realism, the service of the ruling ideology, or creative freedom and personal dignity; in 
that case, he would lose material privileges, public, social and legal guarantees, and the benefaction of the 
rulers, which, in fact, would transform the artists and their loved ones into outlaws.  

 

 

Our next destination in the vicinity of Sighnaghi was the Bodbe 
Monastery, which is a place of pilgrimage due to its association 
with St. Nino, the 4th-century apostle of Georgia. A mosaic 
painting within the newly built temple in Bodbe was of 
particular interest to the members of the Lyceum Club. 

 

http://museum.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=71&info_id=16190 

 

 

In the evening we shared our impressions at the local restaurant 

overlooking the magnificent Alazani Valley.  

 

Tsira BESWICK  President of Lyceum Club Georgia 

 

 

http://museum.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=71&info_id=16190
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Germany Meeting in Frankfurt am Main from 19 to 21 August 2022 

 

From 19 to 21 August 2022 our Lyceum Club Frankfurt-

Rhein-Main hosted the Germany Meeting in Frankfurt - the 

"smallest big city in the world". 

The meeting attracted great interest beyond the borders of 

Germany - over 80 participants - to our delight we were also 

able to welcome guests from Switzerland and the 

Netherlands. 

 The guided tour of the city to see special sights was of great interest to our guests, as was our stop 

afterwards at the traditional "Äppelwoiwirtschaft Wagner" in Sachsenhausen.  

Saturday, 20 August, was the highlight of the Germany Meeting. 

It began with a guided tour through the new old town of Frankfurt. 35 houses here give "the heart of the 

metropolis" a historical face. 

We then visited the Römer, Frankfurt's town hall and landmark, with its historic Imperial Hall, where the 

portraits of all the German emperors are lined up in splendour.  

The reception and welcome in the Imperial Hall by the Magistrate of the City of Frankfurt was a special 

experience for us.  

Our President, Erika Partsch, also spoke on behalf of the President of 

the German Federation, Dorette Schuppert, who had fallen ill at short 

notice. International Vice-President Monique Gächter gave an insight 

into the structures of the clubs - 77 clubs with a total of 6,333 

members. Special attention is given to the promotion of young artists 

and young women writers, e.g., through public readings, as well as to 

the recruitment of new members.  

The reception in the Römer ended with a glass of sparkling wine. Afterwards, we walked to the "Frankfurter 

Wirtshaus" nearby on the banks of the Main for lunch together. 

A rest followed to prepare for the gala evening in the historic Steigenberger Hotel "Frankfurter Hof". 

A cocktail, a fine menu in a festive setting and a glass of wine delighted our palates and slowly made us 

forget the tension of the day.  

 

  

The musical accompaniment was provided by our scholarship holder 

Javier Cuenca, a young violinist from Ukraine and the singer Elke 

Bartz and her daughter, a music student. 

 

Germany 

Germany 
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The President of the German Federation, Dorette 

Schuppert, thanked the ladies of the Lyceum Club Frankfurt 

Rhine-Main for the great organisation and the interesting 

events.  

  

Before our guests returned home on Sunday, they had the opportunity to visit museums in Frankfurt, e.g., 

the Goethe House with the Romantic Museum. 

The farewell was warm and everyone wished to see each other again.  

 

Erika Partsch     

Vice-President of the German Federation of Lyceum Clubs 

 
 

 

 

 
 

This year, two members of the Lyceum Club of Florence, Gabriella Del Prete and 

Emanuela Paci, participated in the International Congress held in Rabat and on their 

return, they conveyed to me all their enthusiasm that pervades such occasions. 

Their experience was amazing, not only because of the perfect organisation and the 

opportunity to immerse themselves in a wonderful, unknown and colourful world, 

but also because they had the chance to create bonds of friendship with people 

from all over the world.  

Fraternising, exchanging impressions and opinions is, let us remember, the spirit that our founder, Constance 

Smedley, tried to convey to us and that fills us with joy every time we meet. As National President I have 

often experienced this joy, not only during the Congress in Stockholm but also during all the BCI zoom 

meetings. I sincerely hope that several members of my Federation will participate in the Cultural Days in 

Athens next May and thus  will have the opportunity to experience very special moments together. 

In this article for the International Bulletin, I also wanted to speak about the Lyceum 

Club of Florence. It is with regret that I inform you that after two terms of office most 

of the Board of the Club has been renewed. The new President is Dr Giovanna Corsi, 

who has achieved her long and important career at Stanford University and also in 

New Zealand; so, I believe that she will be able to embody the Lyceum’s own values 

and keep them alive on an international level. 

Through this article, I also wish to say my fond farewells to all Federation Presidents who are leaving the BCI 

due to the end of their term of office. We have been through several difficult times when the only contact 

we were allowed was via zoom meetings. I look forward to seeing you all again in Athens next year! 

Maria Claudia Bianculli        President of the Italian Federation 

 
 

Italy 
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Trip to Tangier, a City of Multicultural Friendliness 
 

 
Our members from the Lyceum Club of Rabat went to discover 
the monumental and impressive heritage of the city of Tangier.   
 
Located in northern Morocco, Tangier is a port city that opens 
onto the Straits of Gibraltar.  Its geographical position and its 
history make it a charming city, full of architectural treasures and 
splendid panoramas. 
 

This trip, at the crossroads of seas and continents, where the Mediterranean meets the Atlantic, 
Europe and Africa, enraptured the souls and hearts of our members. 
 
The African roots are mixed with Spanish, Portuguese and French influences that make Tangier a 
fascinating city, whose impalpable and indefinable magic invites us to get lost in its alleys, admire its 
medina and enjoy its magnificent coastline.  
 
Our members were delighted by this charming city, which is 
full of architectural treasures and splendid panoramas. 
 
This historical and cultural tour of Tangier begins at Tabor 
Square where the Kasbah stands, a fortified citadel dating 
from the 12th century that overlooks the port and the city, 
followed by a long walk to discover prestigious residences 
such as the Sultan's Palace "Dar El Makhzen" which houses 
the Kasbah Museum, the contemporary arts space, Mechouar 
Square, Dar Niaba Museum and Dar Dbagh space ...  
 
A source of inspiration for many artists, Tangier's many faces have inspired artists and intellectuals 
for centuries. The alleys of the medina of Tangier have seen the birth of great literary and artistic 
works: "I thought I was dreaming", said Eugene Delacroix upon his arrival in Tangier and Henri Matisse 
called it "The paradise of painters". 
 
During this cultural trip, the night life of our members was rocked to the rhythm of Tanjazz, the jazz 
festival of Tangier which offered in this edition, a rich palette of musical styles: world music, swing, 
blues, soul, but also Latin music, gnaoua, gypsy, folk ... performed by 30 groups representing 17 
countries and 4 different continents. 
 
 

Selwa Chraibi         President of the Lyceum Club of Rabat 
 
Salwa Benomar      General Secretary 
 
 
 
 

Morocco 
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New Zealand    September 2022 

 

What a difference a year makes, with our Congress, Rabat, Morocco as the highlight. 

Having suffered through 2 years of BCI meetings held on zoom it was a delight and a privilege to be able to 

meet our friends in person and develop new friendships.  

Although there were fewer than usual representatives from the Clubs in 

Australia and New Zealand, those of us who did attend appreciated the 

effort made by the Rabat Club to hold a successful Congress. Travel from 

the Southern Hemisphere was very limited and the borders of both 

Australia and New Zealand had only just opened 6 weeks before Congress.  

We enjoyed the Pre and Post Congress Tours and were pleased to see how 

the old and the new live beside one another in the Old Cities. Of particular 

interest were the mosaics in the various Churches and Mosques we visited. 

The meals were sometimes overwhelming in the quantity and variety of 

dishes served exclusively by male waiters. Because Morocco is a Muslim 

country alcohol was not always available, which annoyed a few. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was pleased to have Philippa Hales, the incoming NZ President [ in 

September], and her sister Penny to support our bid for the Congress in 

Tauranga, New Zealand in April 2025. They sang a lovely Maori Waiata 

to introduce the participants to our Country. We are so excited to be able 

to introduce other Lyceum Clubs to what New Zealand has to offer in the 

way of hospitality and spectacular scenery. “Expect the unexpected 

every day”. Already we have one Pre Congress-Tour to Waitomo & 

Rotorua and 2 Post Congress Tours organised; one is to the Northern 

most tip of NZ plus the Bay of Islands and the other to the South Island 

with a comprehensive tour of all the major attractions. 

The New Zealand Clubs are very gratified that the Revision of the Statutes has finally been put to bed and 

that these are now an easier and simpler read. Collectively we had given a lot of time to consider the changes. 

New Zealand New Zealand 
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Since coming home from Morocco, I have been able to share the Congress experience with several Clubs and 

can report that the Clubs here are excited about the future. Each Club is celebrating their Birthday this year 

with extra focus after many had to miss last year’s celebrations due to Covid. Although the Membership is 

slightly down in each of our Clubs the Members are enthusiastically participating in many and varied Circle 

activities. All Clubs are in good heart. 

To this end we plan at Congress to have an Art and Craft Exhibition displaying the finished works of Members 

who are involved in the Art Circles in the Clubs. There may also be articles for sale. 

As I will be handing the Presidency to Philippa next month, I wish to thank my Secretariat Team of Margo, 

Meryl and Philippa for their amazing support over the past 4 years. 

Now I leave you with some impressions from Morocco, some people you may recognise and places you may 

have seen along the way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Blessings to you all, 

 

Marilyn Mackinder 

President New Zealand Federation of Lyceum Clubs.   
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The Royal Treasury Museum       Lisbon 
 
 
 

The Royal Treasury Museum, located in the west 
wing of the Ajuda National Palace, was inaugurated 
on 1 June 2022. 
 
It is the ideal setting for the presentation of a unique 
collection of particular significance for a country with 
a nine-century history. 
A unique collection that permanently exhibits a large 
part of the ancient heritage of the former Portuguese 
Royal House. 

 
The Museum is made up of 11 sections. 
 
The visit begins in the Gold and Diamonds of Brazil section, where a sample of rough specimens of the metals 
and gems is presented, followed by a set of coins and medals of the Crown. 
 
There are many jewels on display from different sources; some belong 
to the Crown, others come from the former private collections of 
different members of the royal family. 
 
The area dedicated to the Orders of Honour is unique in Portugal and 
bears secular witness to the intense international relations of the 
Portuguese court. 
 

In the Royal Insignia: Ritual Objects of the Monarchy, some of the 
most symbolic and valuable jewels of the Crown are displayed, 
such as the rich decorations of the Three Military Orders - Christ, 
Avis and Santiago -, the royal crown, the sceptres, and the two 
subsisting robes that have served monarchs throughout history. 
 
The collection of silver-worked objects, mainly consists of a set 
of 15th-century Portuguese plates and trays. These were part of 
the so-called Silverware of the Crown, presented to the public for 
the first time as such, and the set reserved since the end of the 
18th century stands out. 

 
In the space dedicated to the Diplomatic Gifts, the two golden papal roses can be seen. 
 
One of the sections is entirely devoted to the Germain Service, so called because it was commissioned from 
the goldsmith François-Thomas Germain after the 1755 earthquake. It is the only complete table service in 
the world. 
The tour ends with the Royal Treasure Journeys, which showcases the mobility of the treasure. 
 
Ana Clara Mendonça   President of the International Lyceum Club of Lisbon 
 

Portugal Portugal 
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Finally, on June 8, we were able to carry out our traditional spring excursion - postponed 2 years due to the 
pandemic.  
 
One of the destinations for our excursion was Erstavik Castle, which is 
beautifully located on a bay of the Baltic Sea 30 minutes east of 
Stockholm. As early as the mid-1300s, Erstavik is mentioned as an 
estate. In 1763, Erstavik was bought by the wealthy wholesaler 
Herman Petersen (knighted af Petersens) who transformed the main 
building from scratch according to drawings by the architect in vogue 
Jean Eric Rehn. The castle's interior in Rococo and Gustavian style is 
richly decorated with murals and decorated door lintels by Johan 
Pasch, one of the most famous Swedish artists of the 1700s. Today's 
owner Carl af Petersens, descendant in the direct line of descent from 
Herman, welcomed us by giving an interesting history of Erstavik and 
generously opened his home. 
 
 

Carl af Petersens with Lyceum ladies in the Grand Salon 
 

 
In the early 1890s, parts of Erstavik's land were sold to the bank manager Knut Wallenberg, who founded the 
villa town Saltsjöbaden, a famous and popular suburb of Stockholm. Another part of the estate-Fisksätra was 
sold in the present day and is today Sweden's most densely populated urban area. Here we went after the 
visit to Erstavik to visit Sweden's first battlefield museum, which is based on seven years of archaeological 
investigations in the area of the battlefield 
where Swedish and Russian troops clashed 
in the Battle of Stäket in 1719. The Swedes 
won and thus managed to prevent the 
Russians from entering Stockholm and 
burning the city.  
A reminder of how close geographically 
Russia is to Sweden. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                 Battlefield of Stäket 1719 
 
Anna Törngren  
 
International Lyceum club of Stockholm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sweden 
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One hundred years of the Neuchâtel club and love letters 

 

The Neuchâtel club turned 100 on June 2, 2020. 
At the time of its creation in 1920, debates were 
raging around women's suffrage and Marie de 
Perregaux, our founder, gave civic lessons to 
women to prepare them for their life as citizens 
(they had to wait another fifty years before being 
able to exercise their right to vote...) In his 
magnificently documented work, Nicolas Liénert - 
her grandson - relates three crucial years in the 
life of Marie de Perregaux, years during which she 
became the first Neuchâtel female lawyer, met 
her future husband, and founded the Lyceum 
club. In the letters written to her fiancé, she 
describes her daily life, her relationships and 
shares her thoughts on their future life. These 
letters came to life during a public event at our 
club, thanks to the reading by actress Juliette 
Vernerey. 
 

           Nicolas Liénert. « Devenir une femme à part 
entière… » La correspondance amoureuse de 
Marie de Perregaux, première avocate 
neuchâteloise. Éditions Alphil, 2020. 

Nicolas Liénert and Juliette Vernerey  
during their reading 

 Our club offers public events - conferences and 
concerts in our premises. Our in-house activities 
include language courses (English, German, Italian 
and Swiss-German). 
 
Opposite the participants in the Swiss-German 
course during an outing to Grindelwald. 

 
We have a world dance class, several book chains, 
private movie screenings and opera initiation 
evenings, followed by a representation. Visits to 
workshops and museums, trips and festive 
outings complete the offer. 
 
Opposite: The world dance class allows you to 
move in a friendly atmosphere. 

 

 
We strive to make the Lyceum known through our website https://lyceumclubne.ch/, our recently created 
Facebook page https://m.facebook.com/LyceumClubNeuchatel/ and events, such as the reception organized 
by the City of Neuchâtel for new retirees. 
 

Monique Graf 
President of the Lyceum club of Neuchâtel, Switzerland 

Switzerland 

https://lyceumclubne.ch/
https://m.facebook.com/LyceumClubNeuchatel/
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After the Covid period, the Lyceum Club of Nijmegen started its activities again on Wednesday 23 February. 

The pandemic seemed largely over and the future dawned, not knowing that on the night of February 23-24, 

President Poutine would invade Ukraine. We went from one crisis to another… Hopefully there will be a 

solution to this situation in the foreseeable future, especially for the people of Ukraine. 

The Board of the Nijmegen Lyceum Cub used the Covid period to create a website for the association. From 

now on we try to involve the members even more in the club by posting upcoming activities on the website. 

There is a public area and a member-only area. The website can be viewed at www.lyceumclubnijmegen.nl 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mariken van Nieumeghen is on the homepage. She is the main character in a medieval miracle play, probably 

written between 1485 and 1510. It tells the story of Mariken who, after being seduced by the devil, leads a 

licentious life in Antwerp for years. Back in Nijmegen she sees a chariot game, in which it is made clear that 

everyone can receive forgiveness from God for his or her sins. The bronze statue shows precisely this moment 

of repentance. Mariken has become an integral part of Nijmegen's history these days. Her statue has been 

on the Grote Markt since 1956. 

This year the Lyceum Club of Nijmegen has the honour of organizing the Contact Day for the Dutch Lyceum 

Clubs. It was held on Wednesday, September 21. The day was to be a mix of socializing and cultural activities, 

including a meeting with Mariken van Nieumeghen… 

Ria Koeneman    

President of the Lyceum Club of Nijmegen 

   www.lyceumclubnijmegen.nl 

The Netherlands 

http://www.lyceumclubnijmegen.nl/
http://www.lyceumclubnijmegen.nl/


20 

 

 

 

Over the winter we heard from some interesting speakers, however, our Christmas Lunch was cancelled due 

to Covid restrictions at the time.  

The summer programme started with a walk through Edinburgh’s first 

New Town, the building of which started in 1766. Our guide was George 

Laing, who is an experienced Edinburgh Festival Volunteer Guide. We 

saw the grand Georgian architecture of the New Town and it was 

fascinating to hear stories about the wealthy people who lived in the 

New Town. 

 

We finished our walk in Charlotte Square which is the finest square in Edinburgh. 

The north side was built to look like a palace but consists of eleven separate houses. 

It is beautiful and still has mounting blocks, boot scrapers and torch extinguishers 

in their original positions. There were many distinguished residents in these houses, 

including famous physicians and aristocrats. One of the houses is now the current 

official residence of the First Minister of Scotland.  

 

Another outing that our members enjoyed was a visit to 

Galashiels in the Scottish Borders to see the Great Tapestry of 

Scotland. One hundred and sixty individual tapestries display 

the history of Scotland from prehistoric times to present day. 

It was the world-renowned author, Alexander McCall Smith, 

who had the idea of the tapestry and has written the forword 

to a book on the tapestry. This was a community arts project 

and involved 1,000 sewers and took 50,000 hours of sewing. 

The end result is a 143-metre-long work of art and it is 

currently the world’s longest embroidered tapestry. 

 We then finished the summer program with a visit to Saughton Park Gardens in Edinburgh which is 

beautifully laid out and a pleasure to walk through. We are now preparing for our new session starting in 

October 2022.  

Best wishes from the Edinburgh Club  

Diane Burrow, President of the International Lyceum Club of Edinburgh 
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