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EDITORIAL 

Dear friends, 

As I am writing the editorial of this Bulletin, which allows us to share the highlights of the past six 
months, I am, together with the members of the Bureau, engaged in the preparation of the Athens 
Cultural Encounters. Many of you have already registered, which shows your interest in the Lyceum 
and its international facets. One element prevails in my reflection: it is diversity, it is our differences.  

This may seem strange to you, in our clubs where we advocate friendship, support for certain values, 
culture...; I accept this apparent paradox. Our differences, not our similarities, make our richness, 
enrich us.... I became fully aware of this fact while preparing these Meetings with our friends from 
Athens. As you will have read on the registration website, the Lyceum Club of Athens operates in a 
different way from the more common club structure, with a prevalence of lectures and visits. 
Entrusted by the government with the preservation of traditional Greek costume, our friends are 
proof that our clubs can be part of the life of their city, and play a fundamental role in it, since, in this 
case, they are guardians of what makes the identity of the Greek people. At the same time, they are 
involved in the education of girls and in the defense of women's rights. This is another example of 
the social role that the Lyceum can play, reminding us of the ideal that led to the creation of the 
Lyceum.  

I would like to seize this opportunity to address the social role of the Lyceum by replying to a remark 
that is often reported to me: "The Lyceum is apolitical and non-denominational. Therefore, let's ban 
any approach to politics, religion, or even conferences on these subjects..." These are reflections that 
I have heard.  I disprove this fallacious argument, which consists in talking only about subjects that 
please everyone, and avoiding controversy. This element of our statutes does not mean that we 
should ignore social problems, quite the contrary. It means that the Lyceum, as a legal entity, cannot 
commit itself to a political party, nor adopt a religious denomination.... for example. But it is desirable 
that its members are informed, can exchange on such subjects in order to establish their personal 
opinion...... Culture is not limited to the Arts, to literature or to the visit of painting exhibitions.... it is 
the fruit of a reflection, it is a collective conception: it is the whole of the social, religious, intellectual 
and artistic structures which characterize a society. Every culture is born of mixing, of meeting, of 
accepting the other.  

Let us dare to grow in the encounter with others, and in the recognition of our differences. 

 With all my friendship. 

 

    Muriel Hannart 

                       International President.  

                   ialc.president@lyceumclubs.org 

                   www.lyceumclubs.org 
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News from the Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs 

While vast distances across our island continent separate Australia’s five lyceum clubs they are 
closely aligned in their commitment to the values, aspirations and traditions that underpin this 
vibrant national and internationally connected network.   

The pandemic created a challenging environment, making the resilience and achievements of each 
of our clubs – Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth (Karrakatta Club) all the more 
impressive. 

The activities delivered in 2022 were expansive and engaging, for example, the high-quality guest 
speaker programs on cultural, environmental, historical, health, scientific advancement and other 
themes. 

Concerts, celebratory events and visits to historical homes and gardens continued to be popular and 
the myriad of special interest circles added value, catering for a wide range of interests, such as art 
and musical appreciation, learning a language and discussing books. 

Recognising and celebrating the achievements, personal journeys and diversity of our members were 
other areas of focus, in keeping with the ethos of fellowship, learning and advocacy for the further 
advancement of the status of women.  

The AALC Secretariat has been based for three years at the Lyceum Club Adelaide and hosting has 
now transferred to the Karrakatta Club for 2023 to 2025. Members of the incoming AALC Secretariat 
are Dr Agatha van der Schaaf (President), Mrs Beverley Charlton (Hon Treasurer) and Mrs Ainslie de 
Vos (Hon Secretary). 

A recent visit to Western Australia by retiring Secretariat President 
Mrs Angela Gordon and Hon 
Treasurer Ms Julie Brownell for 
the handover was greatly 
appreciated.  The Karrakatta 
Club was also delighted to 
welcome Dr Marilyn Mackinder, 
IALC Vice President (Southern 
Hemisphere) who travelled 
from New Zealand to present 

25-year badges to longstanding members. 

The AALC Secretariat will encourage the Australian clubs to celebrate the inaugural International Day 
for Lyceum on 20th June, marking the birthday of Lyceum founder, Constance Smedley. 

Another current focus is early planning for the AALC Conference in Perth in 2024, scheduling likely to 
be in Spring to coincide with Western Australia’s wildflower season, one of the world’s greatest floral 
displays. 

Dr Agatha van der Schaaf 

President of the Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs 

Email: President.AALC@karrakattaclub.com.au 

Website: https://www.lyceumclubs.org,au 
 

NEWS FROM THE CLUBS 

Australia 
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Report on ‘A is for Adelaide’: Sunday, 16th – Wednesday, 19th October 2022 

The triennium of Adelaide hosting the Secretariat of the Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs 
ended with the calendar year 2022. Trying to organise a national event while COVID-19 shut down 
Australia (and the world) proved problematic. However, the Secretariat was thrilled the event did 
take place in mid-October 2022 after three postponements. This provided a welcome opportunity 
for Lyceum members to reconnect in person after a long hiatus. 

Adelaide’s beautiful spring weather welcomed over sixty Lyceum members and guests from the four 
interstate Clubs in Australia as well the International Vice- President of the Southern Hemisphere, Dr 
Marilyn Mackinder, from New Zealand. 

Seventy-five members and guests enjoyed a warm evening in the courtyard of Treasury 1860 on 
Sunday, 16th October 2022. The Raindance Trio, a highly regarded young string ensemble from 
Adelaide, entertained with a variety of classical music. Drinks and canapes were enjoyed before 
Katrina Power, a proud Kaurna woman, mother, and grandmother welcomed the group to country. 
More music, food, and drinks were enjoyed before delegates collected their conference bag and 
program. 

On Monday, 17th October, a group of early birds walked through local parklands with Lyceum 
Adelaide member and keen birdwatcher, Anne Chappel. Meanwhile, other early birds from the 
Melbourne Choir practised with the Lyceum Steinway before delegates arrived at the Naval, Military 
& Air Force Club of South Australia (NMAFC). 

Professor Caroline McMillen, Chief Scientist for 
South Australia, officially opened the two-day 
program of speakers and cut the celebration cake. 
Associate Professor Diego García-Bellido enthralled 
all with his energy and passion about Ancient Life in 
South Australia, especially the Ediacara Biota from 
the Flinders Ranges. Taking advantage of the 
beautiful day, a group photo was taken on the 
veranda of the Club premises. 

Led by experienced conductor, Lyn Henshall, the Melbourne Choir performed a set including ‘Ancient 
City;’ ‘Country Places;’ ‘Let us wander;’ ‘I would that my Love,’ finishing with a stirring rendition of 
Ethel Smyth’s famous ‘The March of the Women.’ This last piece was sung by all and provided the 
perfect transition for the audience to learn from Joan Butler’s thoroughly researched presentation 
‘Mining the past: Women, Art, and Money – a peep into Edwardian society and the lives of the 
Lyceum founders.’ Before lunch, Dr Marilyn Mackinder re-iterated her greetings from the 
International President in France, Muriel Hannart. Angelika Tyrone shared highlights of the Lyceum 
Art Collection on display in the Long Tan Room and Marilyn cut the ribbon to mark the official opening 
of the exhibition. 

The afternoon speakers included journalist and author Lainie Anderson talking about the Air Race 
from England to Australia in 1919 and her passion for the historic Vickers Vimy aircraft flown by the 
South Australian Smith brothers. Later, Emeritus Professor Carol Grbich shared her research on the 
family who created the iconic Glencoe Woolshed near Mount Gambier in the state’s southeast. Over 
eighty people attended some, or all, of the day sessions and almost seventy people attended the 
dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 A is for Adelaide 
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Berta Brozgul, who travelled from Melbourne to accompany the Melbourne Choir, played 
Schumann’s ‘Kinderszenen’ in the Imperial Room before dinner. There was no sign of nerves as 
Marion McCall OAM had guests in stitches as she recounted her amusing Aviation Adventures over 
dinner. 

On Tuesday, 18th October, the changeable spring weather was a little cooler and the odd shower 
meant the pollen count was lower than the previous day. However, the rain caused traffic delays for 
the first speaker, so the Melbourne Choir graciously performed earlier than originally scheduled. 
Tuesday’s set included ‘Afton Waters,’ ‘23rd Psalm, Vicar of Dibley’, ‘Shelter’, ‘Puttin’ on the Ritz’, 
and a reprise of the previous day’s ‘The March of the Women.’ 

Professor Nikolai Petrovsky presented a thought-provoking insight into vaccine development taking 
place at Flinders University. He shared his view on how best to fight a pandemic virus and the reaction 
to his work. 

After Morning Tea, Paul Vasileff, otherwise recognised as Adelaide’s Atelier, Paolo Sebastian, shared 
his personal story of fashion success. Paul was taught to sew by his grandmother at the age of three. 
His successful business is ensuring traditional sewing techniques are passed on to younger 
generations. Paul kindly showed one of his sequined dresses to the group and shared something of 
the hours of work involved in creating such a piece. 

After lunch, Professor Emerita Susan Magarey AM entertained by sharing Dame Roma Mitchell’s 
Unmentionables: Sex, Politics and Religion. Representatives from each of the five Australian Clubs 
spoke about how they maintained connection with their members and how they had recovered after 
the disruptions caused by the pandemic. 

Pamela Rajkowski OAM finished the day with a talk about Australia’s Afghan cameleers’ connections 
to Aboriginal peoples. 

Sixty-five people attended the Formal Dinner at Adelaide Oval. Professor Derek Abbott shared how 
advances in technology and DNA profiling helped solve the mystery of the Somerton man. 

On Wednesday, 19th October, twenty-one people enjoyed a beautiful day sight-seeing at Carrick Hill, 
Springfield and The Cedars, Hahndorf. The lively group was guided through the former home of Sir 
Edward and Ursula Hayward by Lyceum member, Wendy Laver. The group enjoyed South Australian 
hospitality with morning tea at Carrick Hill, a delicious lunch at Stamps Restaurant, Mitcham, and a 
farewell toast at The Cedars, former home of the talented artistic Heysen family. 

It was a great honour for the Secretariat to host this AALC event in Adelaide. It was wonderful to join 
with Lyceum friends from interstate and overseas. Long may such gatherings and happy celebrations 
continue. 

 

 

Angela Gordon, Past President 

 
Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs Inc. 
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Dear Lyceum friends, 

 

It is a great pleasure to give you news from Belgium. Our activities this semester have been more 
numerous than in the last years. Our aim is to plan one activity per month, and to organise different 
events each time. This goal was met, but in February we had two activities, making a total of seven 
since we resumed our meetings. You will find a short description of some 
of them below: 

 

I wanted to mention the visit to the Folon Museum in the Solvay Park, 
which we walked through admiring the beautiful colours of the beech and 
maple trees in October.   

The Lyceum-members Mary Hoek and Scarlett de Fays organised an exceptional day on 14 December, 
with a guide to the Grand Place in Brussels to improve our knowledge of the history of Brussels. Then 
we went on to the Galleries Saint Hubert, beautifully decorated for Christmas, to finish with a lunch 
at a private home on the second floor of the Gallery. It's a whole new experience to see the Galleries 
from above!  

 

In February, we met at the home of the Lyceum-member Beate Beelitz with 
Mr Pierre Colot, Honorary Ambassador and husband of the Lyceum-
member Anne-Marie, who was kind enough to give us a lecture on 
Machiavelli. The conference was followed by an aperitif which was very 
much appreciated, and in an excellent atmosphere.   

 

Our second activity of the month was a guided walk in the modern and 
contemporary art galleries which are numerous in Brussels, and are 
beginning to enjoy an international reputation. The surprise of the day 
was the discovery of the ephemeral studio of the artist Mauricio 

Sbarbaro, who creates for six 
months in Brussels. Mauricio 
Sbarbaro was born in Montevideo, Uruguay. A famous painter 
of abstract art, he settled in Cadaqués in Catalonia in 1987. 
Mauricio Sbarbaro gave us the pleasure to discover his creations 
and his creativity. Then, Clotilde de Bellegarde, his wife, treated 
us, in the simplicity of the studio, to a delicious meal of which 
she has the secret.  

The year is not yet over, and the adventure goes on! 

 

Thérèse de Jamblinne, President of the International Lyceum Club of Belgium 

 
http://www.lyceumbelgique.be 
 

Bel
gium 

Belgium 
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The festive day of the Helsinki Club  
 
In the April issue of the International Bulletin last year, I looked back to the founding of the Helsinki 
Club 90 years earlier and the historical context in which Finland lived during the early years of the 
Club.  
This time I would like to take you to the grand day of the 90th 
anniversary celebrations of our Club on the 1st of October 2022 
and the long-awaited Gala Dinner. We were fortunate to be able 
to celebrate in the same Stock Exchange restaurant where the 
Club was founded in 1932. That really made the day for us! The 
venue and the atmosphere came up to our expectations. 
  
We had the great honour to welcome our International President 
Muriel Hannart as the main speaker and guest. We were grateful 
and very impressed by her speech for which she had familiarized 
herself even with the history and present-day political challenges 
of Finland.  

Kaisu Santala from Helsinki and our International 
President Muriel Hannart 

 in happy conversation in French 

 
From Sweden we were happy to have Marie-Louise 
Lagergréen, President of the International Lyceum Club in 
Stockholm as a guest of honour. In her greeting, Marie-
Louise emphasized the importance of good collaboration 
between our countries, especially now that both countries 
seek membership in NATO. This caused great applause.  
 

    Two ladies in conversation in Swedish: 
 Benita Tallqvist, President of the Helsinki Club, 
           and Marie-Louise Lagergréen,  
           President of the Stockholm Club. 

 
Paula Rossi, the President of the Oulu Club, brought in the Finnish perspective 
by emphasizing the importance of international collaboration of Lyceum Clubs 
as well as the sistership between the two Finnish Clubs. All this she did 
elegantly in three languages: Finnish, Swedish and English.  
A special golden frame was added to the jubilee by a congratulation message 
from the First Lady of Finland, Doctor Jenni Haukio. 
A warm feeling of friendship and togetherness could be sensed throughout 
this lovely evening. There was a lot of laughter and chatting. It will remain a 
memorable event in the history of our Helsinki Club. 

    Paula Rossi, President of the 

Oulu Club, at the Gala dinner 

 
Benita Tallqvist, President of the Finnish Federation and the Helsinki Lyceum Club. 

Finland 
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The Cultural Days of the IALC which will take place in Athens seem to be a perfect opportunity to look 
into the origins of the “Lyceum”. 

 
The Lyceum (lukeion) made famous by Aristotle in 335 BC refers to a 
gymnasium. The philosopher used to teach while walking along a walkway 
(peripatos) where there was a museum – a sanctuary for the Muses - 
whose cult was linked to the things of the mind. 
 
This is how the Peripatetic School was founded, where rhetoric, 
philosophy, sciences .... Liberal arts were taught. 
 
The Lyceum was close to a temple dedicated to Apollo Lycian, the Wolf- 
God, but also the God of Light (luké) - leader of the Nine Muses - God of 
the Arts, of Singing, of Music, of Poetry. 
 

Apollo and Aristotle could be the Greek protective figures of our Lyceum whose founder Constance 
Smedley, wanted turned towards culture and knowledge "A lifelong learning". 
 
 During these Cultural Days, the French delegation composed of 65 Lyceum 
members eager to discover or rediscover one of the cradles of Western 
civilisation will be led by Sabine Coiffe, the new President of the FFILC elected 
in October 2022 in Caen, succeeding Isabelle Bertrand. 
 
Sabine joined the Lyceum in 1994 and her loyalty and commitment to the 
Lyceum has never failed. She was Vice-President of the Lyceum Club of 
Limoges, Vice-President of the FFILC before moving to Bordeaux for family 
and professional reasons. There, becoming President of the local club, her 
enthusiasm combined with her passion have given it a new dynamism, 
qualities she is now promoting at the head of the FFILC. 
 
May the Gods and the Muses inspire the Lyceum members for the prosperity and influence of the 
Lyceum. 
 
Monique Leboeuf,  
Past -President of the Lyceum Club of Limoges, Past -President of the FFILC. 
 
www.lyceumfrance.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

France 

France 

http://www.lyceumfrance.org/
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The most memorable event of the Lyceum Club was in 
September 2022. Our club members enjoyed the exceptional 
event at the President’s Palace: the exhibition of our Vice- 
President Nina Gamsakhurdia – a Georgian Artist based in 
Switzerland. The exhibition was opened by HE, President of 
Georgia Salome Zurabishvili, and was accompanied by the 
performance of a Georgian composer and pianist Demetre 
Gamsakhurdia. Furthermore, 
Nina and Demetre spoke about 

their work and future plans. The artist spoke about a special 
technique – the natural pigments that she uses to create her 
artifacts. She intends to organize a "Summer school" during which, 
along with theoretical and practical classes, field trips will be 
organized to find and obtain pigments. All this will be very useful for 
professional growth and expanding the horizons of the students - 
future artists, restorers, and art critics.  
The Lyceum Club Georgia was very active throughout the year. We have been involved in several 
activities to support the people of Ukraine. One of our members, Psychologist and Training Advisor 
for the Chief of the National Police of Ukraine Madlen Khelashvili has even visited Kiev this autumn 
as a representative of the International Criminal Investigative Training Assistance Program. A well-
known gallerist Baia Tsikoridze hosted a charity exhibition of a Ukrainian artist Inna Kharchuk, titled 
“Heritage”, the funds of which will be donated to the Nino Katamadze Foundation for the Needs of 
Ukrainian Families.  

An active member of the Lyceum Club Georgia, a famous musician, 
and a pianist, Natia Beraia was invited to the international music 
festivals in the Czech Republic, Switzerland, Austria, and Israel. Natia 
and Tamar Beraia’s first piano duo CD was successfully released in 
many European countries. Moreover, Natia Beraia has received a 
Ph.D. in Music. 
 

 
The Doctor of Art Criticism, a 20th Century Art Researcher, and our 
member Nana Shervashidze, has published her third book dedicated to 
Kirill Zdanevich – a Georgian-Polish futurist artist and an important figure 
in Georgian Modernism.  
 
All of our club members have had a very productive year. Our well-known cloisonné enamel artist 
and designer of the Georgian jewelry brand « Beju » Khatuna Bezhuashvili exhibited her exquisite 
jewelry in Limassol, Cyprus.  
 
In February this year, one of our members - Professor Turkologist Ketevan Lortkipanidze delivered a 
speech at the charity event, organized by the Turkish diaspora in Dortmund, Germany, and dedicated 
to material and moral support for the victims of the recent, devastating earthquake. The event was 
attended by Turkish, Kurd, Laz, Abkhazian, Chechen, and Circassian people. 
 
Tsira BESWICK     President of Lyceum Club Georgia 

Georgia 
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Dear friends, 

 

After you were able to read a report about the very successful federation meeting of the German 
Lyceum Clubs in August 2022 in the last bulletin, I cannot unfortunately offer you anything nearly as 
entertaining today. The winter half year is always a bit quieter, but it is also the time when the clubs 
break new ground, reposition themselves. 

There is a digital writing workshop in the Lyceum Club of Cologne, in which all members of the 
German Lyceum Clubs can participate. A small and successful event led by a Cologne member. 

The Lyceum Club Frankfurt-Main not only held its traditional New Year's reception in January, but 
also took part in a day for all clubs and associations in the Hofheim area and met with a lot of interest 
despite the inhospitable weather. 

In Stuttgart, the Vice-President, Christiane Blickle, is now retiring after 9 years in office; the President, 
Annegret Seime-Meinhard, will not step down until 2024 and then a new Board will be elected. Both 
ladies have had an extremely successful time, so in 2018 the club had 44 members and now 55, which 
is an increase of 25% in the last 5 years alone! 

But there is also unpleasant news from the Federation. Thus, the Lyceum Club Munich with only 14 
members decided to dissolve it at the end of the year. Karlsruhe too, with 23 members, will have to 
take the resignation of its President after 6 years of board work as an opportunity to decide on the 
dissolution at the general meeting in March, since there is no member who wants to take over the 
office of President. 

It once again highlights the importance of rejuvenating our clubs. To this end, the association again 
developed a questionnaire in November in order to get a picture of the mood of the clubs.  The 
response was very encouraging: out of a total of 350 Lyceum members, more than 80 ladies 
participated. That's around 25 percent. Now we are in the process of evaluating this survey to take 
the right means to make the Lyceum Club more visible in Germany. This includes the placement of 
corresponding articles, e.g., about the founding of the Lyceum Club in London in 1903 and the life of 
Constance Smedley, in national magazines, so that all German clubs benefit from it. This also includes 
holding press events and social media recommendations and developing new Lyceum networks.  The 
timing is ideal, because the 120th anniversary of the International Association is a good occasion. 

This year's federation meeting will take place on 18 March and we hope that we can develop a 
coherent concept for everyone. The individual clubs have decided to celebrate the 120th anniversary 
of the foundation in the respective clubs with a festive event. The Lyceum Club of Berlin is expected 
to host together with the German Federation in September 2023 a festive event with a lecture or 
panel discussion to which all German Presidents and Vice- Presidents are invited, as well as 
representatives of the International Association and personalities from Culture, Politics and other 
women's clubs.  

 

Dorette Schuppert 

President of the Association of International Lyceum Clubs in Germany 

Website: https://lyceum-clubs.de 

 

Germany 

Germany 

https://lyceum-clubs.de/
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"Culture and commitment in today's society", "proud of our historical roots", "with an eye to the 
future", ...  this is the line that the Lyceum Clubs of the Italian Federation will follow this year. 
This new and important year that has begun sees a change in the Board 

of the Lyceum Club of Florence. The 
programme for 2023 was presented during 
a press conference in Palazzo Vecchio (Old 
Palace) in the presence of the President of 
the City Council, Dr. Luca Milani. 

Interview with Giovanna Corsi,  

current President of the Lyceum Club of Florence             Press conference in Palazzo    Vecchio   

of the Lyceum Club of Florence        

The first planned conference was given by the former Minister for Technological Innovation, Paola 
Pisano, and was entitled: "Observing the present and imagining the future in the field of culture". 

The section of Art will show how very advanced technologies do guarantee the conservation of the 
masterpieces of the past. Major restoration as "a hinge between conservation and innovation".  An 
example of this is the pietà of Michelangelo of the museum of the Opera del Duomo. 

The section of science will present a conference on "The memory; how the memories are formed, 
transformed and lost".  Moreover, there will be another seminar on one of the most highly debated 
concepts in physics, "Entanglement".  

Italo Calvino cannot be absent from the Literature section, given the centenary of his birthday. On 
the 2nd of March, we attended a fascinating monologue: "I am Gemma. Gemma who?" Dante's wife 
overshadowed by Beatrice for centuries! 

 
On the ninth of March (commemorating the date of our founder's passing), Sonia 
Tassini, National Vice-President, introduced the project "Voices of Women: 
Homage to Constance Smedley" in Cremona together with the Zonta Club of 
Cremona and the Cremona Historical Society to commemorate the 120th 
anniversary of the International Lyceum Club. 

Constance Smedley with a violin 
The Cremonese project will focus on three important women: Maria Hadfield married Cosway, an 
artist, musician and educator; Vittoria Galli Contini Bonacossi, who closely followed the activities of 
her husband, a collector and art dealer, accompanying him on his numerous journeys in North and 
South America, of which we have memory with her 'diari-lettere'( diary-letters ) as 
defined by Fulvia Zaninelli, a post-doctoral researcher at the National Gallery in 
Washington who will give the lecture. To close the commemorative project, Sonia 
Tassini will deliver a lecture on Constance Smedley. 
The Florence project, on the other hand, will see a collaboration with the 
Association of the Palmerino, recalling the Lyceum's first steps in Italy and the links 
between Constance Smedley, Vernon Lee and Maxwell Armfield. 

                                           Constance Smedley,   portrait by Maxwell Armfield 
 
These bonds of friendship and internationality will be reinvigorated again during our meeting in 
Athens. Looking back, I think Constance would be proud of us all. 

Maria Claudia Bianculli – National President 

Sonia Tassini – National Vice-President 

Giovanna Corsi – President of the Lyceum Club of Florence 

Italy 
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Literary meeting in Rabat with the writer Eric de Kermel 
 
 

The Lyceum Club of Rabat organised a literary meeting with the writer Eric de 
Kermel in March 2023 at the Sofitel.  

This enriching meeting was attended by about thirty members from the Rabat 
club, who were associated by videoconference with other Lyceum member 
clubs.  

The author's presentation and the debate were moderated by 
Souad Jamaï, a doctor, a writer and a member of the Lyceum Club 
of Rabat.  

The ecological and spiritual themes addressed by the author, as well 
as his attachment to Morocco where he lived in his youth, guided 
our choice and we were delighted that he willingly accepted                                                                                                                                   
our invitation twice. Eric de Kermel is one of those authors who put 
heart into writing and whose soul is revealed in the pages.  

A journalist with a passion for the mountains, he has been the director of the magazine “Terre 
Sauvage” since 2005 and his numerous writings attest to his deep ecological commitment. 

His first novel, "La libraire de la place aux Herbes", was published by Eyrolles in 2017 and was a great 
success. Since then, five other books have been published, including "Les Jardins de Zagarand", 
published in 2021 by Flammarion and "La Promesse", published in 2022 by Bayard.  

It was around his latest novel "La Traversée 
des lumières", which has just been 
published by Flammarion, that our Lyceum 
members gathered for this second meeting 
with the author.  

The moderator gave us an original portrait 
of the author, outlining his personality. He is 
an author who is attached to social 
relations, a fervent defender of nature, a 
mountain enthusiast, who strongly believes 
in integral ecology and in the ability to 

create a balanced relationship with oneself, with others and with nature. He 
says he is spiritually close to the French poet and writer Christian Bobin.  

Eric de Kermel's new novel, "La Traversée des lumières", tells the story of a 
young boy, Vadim, who is the only son of a general in the Red Army. The only 
moments of exchange with his hard and rigid father are in front of a wooden 
chessboard. Then events occur that will make him leave Russia; a long journey 
begins. Vadim starts the path of Dostoyevsky's gambler, who is more 
interested in achieving the goal than in the goal itself, a journey of initiation 
that leads him to the high lights of Tibet, to the truth of nature and the secret 
of his childhood...  

This book is an ode to freedom and inner fulfilment, an initiatory tale in the tradition of philosophical 
tales.  

Morocco 
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After the book signing session with the author, our Lyceum friends gathered around a Ftour, the first 
meal of the first day of Ramadan.  

Let us recall that as part of the activities of the Triennial Congress of the International Lyceum Club 
which was held in May 2022 in Rabat, our club had also organised a first literary meeting with Eric de 
Kermel, around his three books "La Promesse", "Les Jardins de Zagarand" and "La libraire de la place 
aux Herbes ". 

Salwa Benomar, General Secretary of the Lyceum Club of Rabat 

Souad Jamai, a member of the Lyceum Club of Rabat 

 
 
 

 

As I write this report our area of New Zealand is experiencing a number of earthquakes, which means 
that every so often one has to stop and take stock – wondering if the quakes will get bigger or not.  
So far it seems that since about 3.30 am, Saturday morning we have experienced some three hundred 
and sixty-five small shakes.  Some bigger than others.  We seem to be going through a period of 
seismic unrest, not unusual but not particularly pleasant.  Adding to this the damage done to some 
areas of the country in the recent cyclones and it has been a difficult start to the year! 

The change of Secretariat took place in September 2022 with me taking on the role of NZ President 
and assisted by Penny Hales as Secretary and Elsie Turner as Treasurer.  Our meeting in September 
was held in Otorohanga and we welcomed all our clubs to the meeting.  We had a break through 
December and January and so are now back into our workload. 

I thought I would give a little information on myself as I am not very well known yet internationally.  
I was born in South East London the second of four children.  In 1965 as a family, we emigrated to 
New Zealand as my parents had family here and they felt this change would give us better 
opportunities for work and education.  I hold a Bachelor’s degree in Business Studies majoring in 
Accountancy and work fulltime in this field, running my own 
practice.  I am also an Anglican Priest in the New Zealand 
church and take a full share in work for my local parish on a 
voluntary basis. 

We are due to hold our 6 monthly meeting on Tuesday, 21st 
March in the Tauranga club rooms which I am looking 
forward to.  There are some agenda items which I hope will 
create some good discussion among the clubs, not least of 
which will be changes to the NZ Law around Incorporated 
Societies which will have some impact on our clubs. 

   Photo of the mountain that we see from our gate and property in New Zealand. 
We shall also be gathering information from clubs around how they care for those members who are 
perhaps unwell or unable to attend club meetings easily.    Our 120th Anniversary will be discussed 
and information on how we shall celebrate this event will be shared.  I am hoping that we can use 
this event to make sure that the Club has a higher profile within our communities.  I am also very 
interested in finding ways to support community and country-wide groups who are looking to help 
those who have lost everything in the recent floods and cyclones.  

I am very much looking forward to heading to Greece in May and I am eager to catch up with 
members from around the world. 

Philippa Hales, President, NZ Federation of Lyceum Clubs 
https://www.lyceumnewzealand.org 

New Zealand New Zealand 

https://www.lyceumnewzealand.org/
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In the first term, we decided to start a new type of activity. 

In that respect, we set up what could be called a Tertulia with tea. 

On the day it took place, its purpose was explained as follows: 

"Dear friends  

Today we’ll have tea in a different way. Today there will be no speaker.  

It will be a meeting of friends for tea, but also to talk and, as usual, the 
topics of conversation will arise. To start, we have brought several ideas 
inside this tertulia bag; although other themes can be addressed those 
randomly chosen will be the subject of a debate. 

We thought about having this kind of meetings because talking helps 
break loneliness, with benefits in mental health, such as memory and 
language and reduces the effects of brain 
ageing.  

This will be a space-time where there will be 
full availability to talk and listen, to learn 
from each other, to improve vocabulary, to 

travel through a set of themes with all the benefit of the exchange of 
knowledge, with the main objective of making this tea -time a pleasant 
meeting and thus better feel the sense of belonging to the group.  

Life expectancy is increasing; therefore, this social gathering is one more 
way of making us happier. 

I think we all agree: “How nice it is to have someone to talk to!" 

The topics covered were: " What advice would you give to a grandson/granddaughter or 
son/daughter on their wedding day? Why did you join the Club? What were your expectations?  Has 
the Club come up to your wishes? What keeps you in the Club? “ 

 The get-together between members was very well attended and lively so we have agreed to sustain 
such an activity. 

          Trip to Troyes - Visiting our twin-club /Lyceum Club Troyes-Champagne (France) 

This trip offers a very interesting programme and club-twinning is a way to establish closer relations 
of friendship. We look forward to this trip to Troyes with great expectation and enthusiasm. 

 

 

Ana Clara Mendonça  

President of the Lyceum Club of Lisbon     Portugal 

 
 
 

Portugal Portugal 
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The Lyceum Club in Stockholm was founded in 1911 on the initiative of the then Crown Princess 
Margareta (granddaughter of Queen Victoria). She attended the club's first meeting in 1911 and 
suggested that the club, like the one in London, should get its own floor or house. However, the 
proposal was not accepted and the club rented flats and now has no premises of its own.  

After a period of inactivity in recent years, the club is now functioning as it did before the pandemic, 
with meetings once a month, outings and walks. 

At the October meeting, a very well-known and appreciated art expert talked about his "antique life" 
with great empathy to about 70 Lyceum ladies. 

In November, a talk on women entrepreneurs attracted a large crowd. One of the most prominent, 
Wilhelmina Skogh, was the manager of the Grand Hotel and founder of the classic hotel Foresta 
(forest = skog in Swedish) 

The December meeting is always music. In 2022, we listened to a former ambassador, who in his 
youth had a pop band, and who has stayed faithful to the 60s, 70s and 80s pop music. The nostalgic 
ladies sang along and stomped the beat. 

The first meeting in January 2023 was devoted to a man who, at the age of 33, left his diplomatic 
career to spend, first, two years in Belgium in a Benedictine monastery and then ten years in a 
Cistercian monastery on an island off Cannes. Why? He longed for the sacred. After 12 years, 
monastic life no longer satisfied him and he returned to his former life. 

The February meeting revolved around a subject that is very relevant to Sweden, not least because 
of its geographical proximity. 

One of Sweden's leading Russia experts, a woman, spoke about the Russia-Ukraine war and we were 
told that Russia still yearns for the Russian Empire and that if the Russian regime "wins" Ukraine will 
disappear. 

An engrossing talk which attracted more than half of the club's members. 

 
Christina Bratt 
 
Vice-President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sweden 

https://www.lyceumclub.se/
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90th anniversary of the International Lyceum Club of Biel/Bienne 

The Lyceum Club in the Swiss town of Biel/Bienne celebrated its 90th anniversary on 8 November 
2022 but the club’s energy belies its advanced age. Thanks to the commitment and dynamism of its 
committee, the Biel club faces the future in rude good health.  

The success of the 90th anniversary celebrations (attended by 60 members and invited guests) was 
due in part to perfect organization. Roles were allotted in advance within the committee, enabling 
those responsible to obtain welcome financial sponsorship as well as ensure the presence of local 
dignitaries and the availability of a high-quality cultural component. 

The formal proceedings were launched by Vice-President Simone Navarro, 
who spoke in French about the longevity of the club. In recognition of the 
fact that the Biel Club is the only officially bilingual Lyceum Club in 
Switzerland, her remarks were echoed in German by Ursula Pfister (head 
of the German Literature section). Janet Blümli, President of the 
International Lyceum Club of Switzerland, then took the microphone to 
deliver her congratulations, and was succeeded by Bernadette Walter, 
director of the town’s museum (NMB), who talked about the enduring 
relationship between the club and the museum (which has long been its 
home base).  

Finally, the Mayor of Biel/Bienne, Erich Fehr, completed the formal part of 
the celebrations with an extremely warm and complimentary address. As always in the Switzerland’s 
biggest officially bilingual city, the various speeches were delivered in a mixture of French and 
German. 

The recreational part of the evening was entrusted to virtuoso 
violinist Alexandre Dubach, who dazzled the audience with the 
extraordinary facility of his playing and provided a veritable lesson in 
musical culture ranging from Bach to Paganini. 

 

The evening concluded with a magnificent buffet supper in the elegant setting of the 18th-century 
mansion that forms part of the museum, a suite of private rooms graciously made available to the 
Club on this very special occasion. 

Thanks go to all members of the Lyceum Club of Biel/Bienne who gave so generously of their time to 
make the event a success! 

 

Marie-Claude Troehler   

 

January 2023 

 
www.lyceumclub-biel.ch 

 
 
 

Switzerland 

http://www.lyceumclub-biel.ch/
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The Lyceum Club of Amsterdam -100 years old (1923-2023) 

 

Freedom of movement and the development of personal talents and abilities played an important 
role in 1923 in the foundation of the Lyceum Club of Amsterdam. Directly after its foundation the 
club joined the IALC. By then the first wave of the feminist movement had passed its zenith. The right 
of women to vote had been introduced in 1919, partly thanks to the efforts of the founders of the 
Lyceum Club of Amsterdam. The club was intended for women of all social levels and varying 
occupations and backgrounds. Diversity of membership is still of great importance: the club is neutral 
and is not involved in politics or religion.              

After 100 years, the Lyceum Club is still very lively. For 50 years, lunches, dinners and lectures have 
taken place at the Koninklijke Industriële Groote Club (KIGC). Excursions take place regularly both to 
theatres and museums as well as to other interesting places. There are various sub-clubs e.g., reading 
circles in four languages and museum clubs. Originally the KIGC was a male stronghold which opened 
its doors to women only in 1970. The committee still meets in the “Ladies’ room” where wives used 
to have to wait for their husbands. For many years we have had a twinning with the Lyceum Club of 
Northern Brittany as well as contacts with other Lyceum Clubs both at home and abroad.          

Within the club there is a warm atmosphere giving the members a feeling of being at home and 
where acquaintances and friendships can be made. Besides the warmth within the club, cultural and 
social development is encouraged. However, even after 100 years, women play a secondary role to 
men. Our current members are independent women who are socially active, who have worked 
outside the house or who are retired. Each of our members, old or young, is pleased to be a part of 
this dynamic club. We support one another even under difficult personal circumstances.                

During the past year, after a period of lockdown, we could 
meet again for our monthly lunches followed by an 
interesting talk on a variety of subjects. Outings, mainly of 
cultural or artistic interest, were also arranged.  In December 

we celebrated 
Christmas with a 
delicious lunch 
and a 
performance by 
one of our 
members, opera singer Dieuwke Albers who was 
accompanied by a young harpist. They gave us a 
wonderful concert. We closed the year with a successful 
‘High Wine’ in the Art Deco lounge of the American Hotel                            

100 years are a long time and the club has had its high and low moments.  

On 1st April, the Lyceum Club of Amsterdam will celebrate its 100th anniversary in style with its 
members and representatives from other European Lyceum Clubs. A book about the history of the 
club, “A Lady of Resilience” written by the eminent historians Els Kloek and Marloes Huiskamp, will 
also be presented.                    

The Netherlands 
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Femke Halsema, the first female mayor of Amsterdam, and Ockje Tellegen are planning to join our 
celebrations. Ockje was a member of Parliament and a former vice-chair of the ‘Tweede’ Kamer 
(Parliament). She is also a great, great grandchild of one of our founding members, Alida Tellegen.                          

We can look forward to a fantastic, celebratory year.         

January 2023 
 
The committee of the Lyceum club of Amsterdam     

Bettine Polak, President of the Lyceum Club of Amsterdam. 
 
WWW.lyceumclubamsterdam.nl 

 
www.lyceumclub.nl 
 
 

 

The Edinburgh Club has welcomed three new members in the last few months and I hope that they 
will also enjoy the wider friendship of the International Association of Lyceum Club members.  

I am delighted to say that two members from the new Lyceum Club of London came to our January 
meeting. It was lovely to meet Lauriane and Anne and I look forward to developing the friendship 
and support between the two Lyceum Clubs in the UK.  

In December, Club members had a joyful Christmas lunch together and some members went to the 
theatre to see an Edinburgh Christmas Carol which was thoroughly enjoyed by all who were there. 
Our Christmas Collection was for the Cyrenians charity whose aim is to tackle the causes and 
consequences of homelessness.  

Club members enjoyed delicious lunches followed by interesting speakers over the winter season. 
Our most recent speaker in February is a professional cellist who plays in orchestras, a trio and is a 
music therapist. She spoke mostly about her work as a music therapist using music to help to promote 
health and wellbeing. She has worked in other countries such as Ukraine and Syria helping people 
who have gone through trauma. She ended her talk by playing some Bach on her cello for club 
members, which was a treat for everyone.  

The Edinburgh Club winter programme ends in April with our AGM and we are now planning our 
summer outings.  

Best wishes from the Edinburgh Club  

Diane Burrow  

President of the International Lyceum Club of Edinburgh 

 

  
Muriel Hannart, International President    

Elisabeth Dragon, Editor 
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The United Kingdom 

http://www.lyceumclubamsterdam.nl/
http://www.lyceumclub.nl/

